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Ballot nominations were sent to parents via’ ‘students.

°  Mr Loader explained the Dlsadvantaged Schools
Program (DSP), the conditions and extent to which funding
might be provided: The: School Council has. been called
upon to decide the pnorittes of programs.

°  Mr Loader informed on the progress of the construction
of ‘the Tiered Learning Centre, which-is- ‘unique to our
region, and might prov1de ‘income for the school It w111 be
ready in 1st Term in 1994. :

° " Mr Young of Cabramatta West Primary School thanked
the Councﬂ for the invitation’ to sit in on the meetmg

'. s

STAFENEWS

Mrs S. Coombes has been appomted as the Deputy
Principal replaclng Mrs Necyporuk. Mrs Coombes has been
Relieving Deputy Principal since Mrs Necyporuk took up her
position as Principal of East Hills Girls High* School. Mrs
Coombes has been the “Head Teacher “of Enghsh at
Cabramatta High School for seven years. We w1sh her every
success and we are confident in her ablht:es

Mrs L. Nguyen of the Languages ESL staff has
gWen birth to a baby boy, named Tan Vi

Mrs G D:Ramw has also giveni *birth to a baby ‘boy,
and latest 1nformat10n is that he has beén named Kieran.

We look foreward to seemg both mothers on their return to
duty | :
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~ SR.C Elections for
1994 Representation

“Congratulations to the following students for their election
to the 1994 S.R.C:

Year 12
Shuang Cai {School Captain)
Evan Nguyen (School Captain)
Davis Alvarez (School Vice-Captain)
Joanne Sarson (School Vice-Captain)

Year 11 Year 9
Xia Cai Ghek Lim:
Vu-Phi Luu Katarina Novakovic
Phet Photirath John Palmer
Year 10 Year 8
Van Tha Le Alice Huynh
Michael Ly " Ngy Tran

Suzanne Manderson Lautarc Velf)s_o

Yedr 7 and the Sport Represeﬁtéfivés are to be elected in
Term 1, 1994.
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Year 11 Spanish
Excursion

Students of Spanish in Year 11 recently attended an
excursion to the Art Gallery to view a documentary film on
Surrealism and some important works of art by Spanish
Surrealist painter, Salvador Dali, brought to the gallery from
different collections from all over the world. -

One of the option components of the HSC Spanish Coutse
is a song by Mecano on the famous and extravagant Dali.
The excursion gave the students a unique opportunity :to
taste first-hand important facts relevant to their studies,
practice the language in an informal setting, and have an
enjoyable time during the lunch break! '

iGracias Cabramatta High School por la oportunidad!
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Performing
Festival

On the 20th of October, students from Cabramatta High
School and Cabramatta Public School combined for yet
another year to give an innovative and exciting performance
at the Wakeley Cluster Performing Arts Festival.

The performance — named “Kaos” — was a movement-dance
interpretation that depicted the formation of the elements,
and involved a variety of drama and dance disciplines.

The overall visual was enhanced with flashes of bright
vibrant colours, and swirls of flaring pastels to represent the
various beginnings of Water, Fire, Earth, and Air.
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Rehearsals started from the beginning of Term III Ms Turvey
(Cabramatta RS.), and Ms Cotsis, with assistance from Ms
Elder were involved in choreographing the performance.
Both teachers and students worked very hard, but also
managed to make it a most enjoyable experience.

When it came time for all the make-up to be applied, it was
all hands on deck for a spectacular result — even their own
mothers couldn’t recognise them.

The performance was a great success, and everybody enjoyed
participating, performing, and watching the production
number.
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Year 8 Swimming
School

Due to the efforts of Mr Daly (Deputy Principal), and the PE
Staff, the Year 8 Swimming School proved to be a huge
success.

Students were given 10 lessons of forty minutes duration
during their Term III sport lessons, at the Fairfield Leisure
Centre. |

They were initially graded and then taught various aspects of
swimming according to their ability. These included floating,
entry into the water, rescues, kicking and all the swimming
strokes: freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke, and side stroke.

It was pleasing’ to see the effort students made, and the
behaviour they displayed.

At the compl_etion of _the__;burse, students were presented
with a certificate to indicate their participation and skills
achieved over the ten week program.

The highlight? Some students began the course scared, some
even terrified of the water. To see them swimming was the
highlight! N

S
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Swimming School
includes
experiences of
both the “wet”

and the “dry”
variety.

caéra Waﬂa
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LIBRARY REPORT

There have been many changes in the Library; most of these
changes have been occurring behind the scenes. The main
emphasis has been on setting up computer systems for
automated Library circulation. This has now been completed
and as from the start of first term next year the Library will
be running a fully automated circulation system. This means
that a barcode reader will be used to loan books out and to
return books, and students will need their Student Services
card in order to borrow.

At the present time all new books are being entered onto
the OASIS Library database in order to make these books
and the information they contain easier to locate. In future,
as other books in the Library collection are borrowed, they
will be entered onto the database ensuring that the books
most in use will be entered first.

A Learning Centre has also been established in the Library
for the use of students who may use the available computer
equipment for study purposes or to complete assighments. A
typewriter is also available and it is hoped to have at least
one cubicle set up to enable students to listen to tapes or to
view videos as a further aid to learning.

A CD-ROM (Compact Disc — Read Only Memory)
computer system was installed in the Libraty at the end of
last term for the use of students and teachers. This will
eventually be networked with OASIS Library enabling
students and teachers to access CD-ROM’s from any enquiry
station or terminal in the Library. We have the RTA Road
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Test and JACS (Job and Course Explorer) programs ready to
be installed and are currently awaiting delivery of several
CD-ROM titles to install on the computer to provide
opportunities for students to use this new technology and to
learn the necessary skills to access this information.

Translation Studies
Results

All five Cabramatta High School students who sar for the
school language tests for translation studies at the Fthnic
Affairs Commission in October, have passed the exam, and
have been awarded certificates to be presented at an Award
Ceremony on the 3rd of December, at the Ethnic Affaits
Commission at Ashfield.

The successful students are:

Chau Lay {Cantonese)
Guijie Li (Mandarin)
Leida Liu (Mandarin)
Alejandra Posadas (Spanish)

Thi Ngoc Anh (Jenny) Truong  (Vietnamese)
Congratulations for your triumphs! '
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STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVE
COUNCIL REPORT

What a busy year! This term we held a hot dog day that
raised $120 which went to the Prince of Wales Children’s
Hospital (one of the charities our school supports.) We also
ran a collection on assembly for our sponsored child,
Elfenesh in Ethiopia from which we gave $200 to World
Vision for Elfenesh’s welfare. Last term, our sausage sizzle
raised $150 for Stewart House.

The Charities assembly held last term for years 7,8,9 pave
the students an opportunity to hear about the charities we
support. I’m sure that everyone will remember the interesting
talk given by Mr Gleeson from the Royal Blmd Society. It’s
amazing what blind people can do!

We receive so many requests for money from many
worthwhile charities it is hard to say no! We hope that you
are pleased with our choice of charities to suppoprt. If you
feel that there are any charities you feel worthwhile and
would like our school to support please let us know. We
support three charities a year (World Vision is an ongoing
charity as we are supporting a child.)

Two students, Craig Stevens and Suzanne Manderson
attended the Regional Student Council Leadership camp last
term. At this camp these students learnt more about
leadership and student participation in school, and
additionally, met lots of other students from schools around
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the region. They assured the S.R.C. that camp was not only
work but fun as well!

The final disco_for 1993 was held on the 24th November.
This was a success, many studernits said they preferred a video
screen. We hope to hold oné disco a term next year, and we
will have a video screen. The last two discos raised $1,650
which we want to spend! If you have any suggestions as to
how we should spend this money please let one of your
S.R.C. Representatives know. -

Elections for S.R.C. for 1994 were held this term. There
were many nominatons from each year, and voting would
have been a hard choice for students but we are confident
that next year’s S.R.C. will be a success.

The S.R.C. would like to wish all students and staff the
Seasons Greetings and a safe, happy holiday.

Looking forward to seeing you all in 1994,

S.R.C 1993
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Indoor Soccer Teal
makes it a doublel

The Cabramatta High School Indoor Soccer Team is the
1993 State and National Schoolboys Champion. This is an
outstanding achievement which demonstrates the sporting
ability of our students in this game. The boys behaviour at
the tournament was impeccable, and their games were a
delight to watch. Results at each tournament were as follows:

STATE

vs Marrickville H.S. 6 - 2 win
vs James Ruse H.S. 3 - 2 win
vs Blakehurst FH.S. 7T — 1 win
vs Narwee H.S. 8 -~ 1 win
vs Eagle Vale H.S. 7 — 2 win
vs Kingsgrove H.S. (Semi-final) 7 - 1 win
vs De La Salle (Final) 8 - 1 win

Top goal scorer — J.Celik — 16

NATIONAL
vs Keira H.S. T — 1 win
vs Condell Park H.S. 9 - 1 win
vs Erindale H.S. (ACT) 2 - 0 win
vs Narwee H.S. 13 - 2 win
vs Kenmore H.S. (QLD) (Semifinal) 6 - 1 win
vs South Oakley H.S. (VIC) (Final) 9 - 3 win

Top goal scorer — J.Ghisso — 17

freedom given to students in attendance and in the use of
school facilities; provided, as always, that such freedoms are
not abused.

* The School has developed links with outside
organisations, businesses and our feeder primary schools.
More will be done in 1994 when we have our new
auditorium which will enable us to make greater use of
visiting speakers.

* A start has been made on the more comprehensive
reporting on students in writing, and by having parents visit
the school. Much more needs to be done by reporting in a
more comprehensive fashion, interviewing students and
parents where there appears to be limited progress, and by
conducting courses for parents within the school.

“STUDENTS AT RISK”

The term, above, is the name of one Commonwealth
Govermnment program. 1 use it to identify a host of programs
aimed at assisting students: programs provided by various
governments, and the Department of School Education. All,

I am sure, are well intended; but I have reluctantly =
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concluded that many are misguided and misdirected. Without

naming the programs let me make some observations:

* Some programs seem to “throw money” at a problem,
for example do we want more teachers or more caring
teachers; do we want more students to merely remain at
school or students to remain to study more relevant courses
and courses in which they can achieve a measure of success.

* Some programs seem to believe that changes can be
made in the kinds of courses on offer, that courses can be
C‘némmaﬂam 3



“offered outside the school, that part-time and other students
can be catered for and that repetition of courses and the
study of more advanced courses are possible  without
considerable change in how schools run: hours of operation,
our expectations of students, and of their teachers.

*  There is often a naivety that seems to expect schools
to solve social problems: we only need to train more
students, tell students their rights, and counsellors give
students and staff “the facts.” When these don’t work, we
become depressed instead of looking at the complexity of the
problem, and involving all ~ including students and parents

— in looking for answers.

' INVOLVING STUDENTS & PARENTS

All schools have students “whose level of achievement or
behaviour is adversely affected by circumstances such as
family dislocation, itinerance, violence or abuse” (Students
at Risk program.) I cannot offer solutions but I will make
some observations that may hint at some directions.

* Schools and  families,  which provide for
communication between members, do not generally allow
problems to become too large. Parents: give your sons and
daughters the time needed to discuss and tell; don’t forget to
show interest; praise, (and when needed,) correct, but in a
setting of caring; trust, give freedom to more decisions, but
monitor that freedom.

* “Drugs,” “violence,” and “racism,” are terms given to
symptoms of “Students at Risk.” The problem is the student
at risk. What makes students at risk? Answers are not easy,
and each student carries a different group of risk factors: lack

of a feeling of self-worth makes some aggressive, others join
support groups that we may call “gangs;” students who have
parent “support” that seems to lack understanding, and who

belong to a culture that seems irrelevant, leave home and
become “at risk.”

* Students who have goals and who have a measure of
success tend to continue to be part of the family and school
community.

* Difficulties at home often lead to the problems that
surface at school — truancy, and mishehaviour in class.

Some of our students are “at risk,” the great majority are,
believe, being well catered for. For those at risk we will need
to work more closely with you; for the remainder please be
aware of the risks and rest assured that we are attempting to
meet the needs of our students, as outlined above. If you
have any comments or advice, please ring me or a Year

Adviser.
BGLradir

Principal

THANKS

Tha Editor aﬁ "C,m;m Waﬁsﬁd, " m Sgﬁéy‘, would lho to thank the ieafﬂﬁwing dfcaléﬁ
ﬁr their contributions b this odition: %7» g._/él%mi, mm o[‘.ﬁm{g;y, %75 .S;.Cafdid,
m ﬂ..jvland, m ‘m.O'.S;uiZ'mn, %71'4 Cprac!od-vaéria, 7% C..S)a&mon, 87’
m:»d (% Wigldan.
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RIBBON Dancars ai Cabramat
THE uhtimmate African experience came to Cabramatia

High School fast Friday, in celebration of Co-Opera-
tion Day,

Studénts and visitors were given the chance (v be
urt of Doudoumby — a special musical presentazion
ased an traditional African instruments. including

the Doudoumba (drums from Senegal), the Don Do
(talking drum). the Shekere {large gowrd covered in
beuds} and the Abtenben (bamboo flute from Ghana).

Rhythmic chanting and animated dance also fea-
tured ir the pregram, and the ¢mphasis of the entire
pesformance was audience participation,

The musical extravaganza was presented by Yaw
and Phifippe who are members of the highly declaimed
African-Caribbean band, Kalabash.

ot A b

ta High on o?oumazm: Gay

Doudoutnba headed an impressive entertainment
lire-up which started in the moraing and continued all
day long,

Another impressive cuftural concent featured Rib-
bon Dancers trom China, and & number of students
{rom the school amazed spectators with the graceful,
beautifutly co-ordinated ribbon moverments.

More dancing from Greece, Luos and New Zealand
foliowed.

Co-operation Day finished off with a joint pecform-
ance of students from Cabramatta Primary and Cabra-
matta High.

The entire day had the atmosphere of a carniva,
with lots of foud provided 1o 2emipt hungry appetites,
and a great variety of stalls displuying international
praducts and information.

1993

asday, September 22,

Wedn

‘The Foirfield City Champion,

11
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The funeral for Mom Taing, one of our Year. 12 stﬁdents, u;as held at
Rookwood Crematorium. Mom was farewelled by about forty Year 12
students and several members of the teaching staff.

Saying goodbye to a friend is always a very hard thing to do; saying
goodbye to someone so young is even harder. I think it is important
in times like this to remember the positive things. We remember
Mom for her kindness, her caring, and the ready smile she always
had for everyone.

We remember her because she always tried so hard. These are
important qualities to hold onto. We feel lucky, as Year 12 students,
to have shared our school lives with her..

I know she will be sadly missed by her family and friends. We send
our condolences to them at this time. Mom’ mother was
overwhelmed by the number of students who attended the funeral.
She sent her thanks to all students of Cabramatta High School for
their support.

I would like to leave you with some words which may be of comfort,
and which I think are appropriate at this time:

Mladenka & Angela
(Year 12)

L Cobra et CobraWatt 3




SCHOOL COUNCIL
SPECIAL PARENT INFORNIATION

~ The Schoo! Council Meetlng was devoted to an mformatlon .
night for parents concerning the organization and running of

the School,” and the Department of School Educatlon, as
well as general information of concern to parents. -

Groups were accommodated in the language groups of _'
Vietnamese (with Mr Gailey,) Chmese (w1th Mr Robertson,)

.. and Enghsh (with Mr Kirk. )

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE
- MEETING OF THE 4th NOVEMBER,
1993

° In accordance mth the constu:utlon, three Parent
Representatives, one Student Representative, and two Staff
Representatives, were required to vacate their positions on
the School Council. Most of the pesmons to be vacated were
decided by the drawmg of Iots th "rernamder by default In

P .cx)nsequence ;

ini-oc Out 2o

MrTran, e e i M Trink

Mrs Fernandez ~~ Mr Chau

Mrs Centellas - Mr Medic (by. default) ;
~Miss Xia Cai. Miss Julieanne Haidar (leavmg)

Mrs Maher . - Mr Robertson. a0 e

Mr Gailey Mrs Coombes .. .- .







