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~~ Wednesday,

November 6, 2013 CABRAMATTA
HIGH SCHOOL

SMASHES
THE STATE

Year 9 girls are 38 scale scores abdve
the state average growth in the test
aspect of Writing.

Literacy results for year 7 were also

excellent. The school growth exceeded both
_similar school groups and the State. The top
1 students for growth were Kalyb Stanley and
Hussein Al Esawi who each improved more
than 600 scaled score points since 20711,

Cabramatta High is a newly built learning
| environment that engages students. Our
" highly experienced staff are using these
resources to provide quality teaching and
high academic results. The Homework
: bl _ Centre provides free tutorials from
Numeracy results in year 9 were 40.3% above  3.30 - 5.30pm with trained tutors. In addition
the state growth. The top students for growth there are opportunities for talented students
were: Kalio Sau Fefiloi, Sievmey Kouch and tobe accelerated. -

John Duc Duong. Literacy results in year 9 pieaee contact Cabramatta High School
Were 59.8% above the state growth. on 9726 2424 for additional information
Year 9 boys have improved by 29 scale regarding the application and entrance
scores from the 2012 data in the test examinations for the year 7 Advanced
aspect of Reading. - Learning Class.

- " £ % =

2013 NAPLAN results confirm Cabramatta High
as a top school for academic growth.

Principal:

Bleln AOP RN PH: 9726 2424
Address: Aladore Avenue,

Cabramatia NSW 2166 Fax: 9726 4282




Wednesday,

November 6, 2013

Chaitipion

CABRAMATTA HIGH SCHOOL :
CABRAMATTA High School is holding a fund-raising dinner at Golden Star Palace on November29ina
bid to raise maney for two schools that were affected by the 2009 tsunami in Samoa. The school is
hoping to raise $9000 on the night, which will go towards purchasing new resources for the schools.
The Champion asked five students how important it was to help the affected schools.

B Luke Trainor, 14 :
“It's very important.
Everyone should have a

-~ right to primary education.”

M Tracy Chau, 13:

“I believe it’s extremely
significant because helping
other students geta proper
education is the right thing
to do”

M Sylivia Lim, 13:

“It’s very important
because we can change the
quality of life for the
students overin Samoa.”

M Phil Nguyen, 17:
“| believe that education is
the first step to alleviate

poverty”

E Anlalnlc, 17: Helping hand: Cabramatta High School is holding a fund-aising dinner on Noverber 29 in a bid to raise money fortwo
“ltsourdutytohelpthe  schools that were affected by the 2009 tsunami in Samoa. Picture: Wesley Lonergan
less fortunate. Edueation is e ' -

a precious resource.” [T TWITTER Foliow us! @fairfleldtoday |
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Cabramatta High School students and teachers celebrated peace and the work and commltment of
this year's Sydney Peace Prize winner Cynthia Maung on Friday with representatlves from 20 other

schools. Cynthia Maung was a special guest on the day. Students dressed in various national
costumes and told the Champlon what the day meant to them.

M Cindy Nguyen:

- “It's where all cultures
come together and
everyone is united.”

B Nhu Mai: :

“It brings every culture
togetherand 1saday”
different cultures can
interact. ”

B Sanja Cupic:

“It's a day to celebrate
multiculturalism and
everyone coming together”

M Austin Vueng“

“Itis the celebration of
peace and a multicultural
country. | liked the different
costumes and the
performances.”

B Charity Bosco:

. - Peace: Cab tta High school studentan Nguyen, Nhu Mai, SanaCu ic, Austjn Vuon and Cha Boscoun %
“It's a day where everyone an:ye e e e ' dy He oot - "ﬂm Simon Bennett |

dresses up in their national
clothes. It's a peaceful day”




 Fairfield Ad

Wednesday, November 13, 2013

CABRAMATTA

Inspiring
message
of peace
flies high

SCHOOL HOSTS CELEBRATION

Kimberley Caines

VISITORS to the Peace Day
celebrations at Cabramatta
High School on Friday walk-
ed away feeling wiser and
empoywered. -

This was achieved after
Sydney Peace Prize winner
Dr Cynthia Maung shared
her touching story at the
Peace Day — Inspire to Heal
event.

“To be good leaders in the
school, in the community
and in the country, regard-
less of ethnicity and
religion, makes you really
feel peace,” Dr Maung said.

“The students (at Cabra-
matta High) are willing to
learn not only about each
other but about the world.”

Principal Beth Godwin
invited Dr Maung to the
annual event for her work
and commitment to peace,

= “The title of this year's
event is a tribute to Dr
Maung’s healing of bodies
and spirit,” she said. “There
are many role models in our
lives and I believe Dr Maung
will be one of those. ]
“Not only to those who
wish to be in the medical
field but those who wish to
make their own mark on the
‘world (and) those who wish
to extend their helping
hands to people in need.”
Highlights of the celebra-
tions included greeting of
guests at the school gates by
Chinese Lion dancers, the

forum with Dr Maung and

~doves.

& £

m The annual Peace Day
event reinforces Cabramatta
High School's commitment to
peace and multiculturalism
m Sydney Peace Prize winner
Dr Cynthia Maung (pictured
above) was the guest of
honour due to the support
from the Sydney Peace
Foundation

mPatrick Dodson, Dr Hans
Blix, Irene Zubaida Khan and
Olara Otunnu were previous
guests of honour

Guard of Honour Walk by of-
ficials, a drumming per-«
formance by the school's
African students, a student.

the releasing of 100 white

School Captain Shayla
Dang, who was on the team
of students planning the
event, said: “I've always had
an interest in helping others
and listening to what Dr
Cynthia Maung had to say
‘was very inspiring. . =
“You know that anything Dragana Josipovic, Dajana Draca and Milena Preradovic, at Cabramatta Hi
is possible.” Day on Friday. Above right: judith Agripa. Top: A
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Vlantors to the Peace Day ce!ebratlons at Cabramatta High School on Friday
y+walked away feeling wiser and empowered. Full report, page 7
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News

By Bianca Martins

‘CABRAMATTA Police have joined
forces with Cabramatta High
School to help 12 Pacific
Islander students gain an unpre-
cedented insightinto the NSW
Police Force.
| The program, which started in
| term one, comprised three stages
— mentoring, physical fitness and
a three-day camp at Milson
Island, on the Hawkesbury River.
Cabramatta police station’s
youth liaison officer constable
Frank Ly said the aim of the
mentoring program was to
develop leaders within the
Pacific Islander community.

“For part one, we took the
students to various branches of
the NSW Police Force such as
mounted police, the riot squad,

airwing and the dog squad to

show them all the different

. avenues they can take if they

joined the force;" he said.

“The students also attended
workshops, which included
problem-solving activities and
police-related activities!

Cabramatta police crime co-
ordinator senior sergeantJacob
Reeves said the program
strengthened the relationship

between the students, policeand

the school.
School teacher Charmaine

&

Insight: Cabramatta Police Station's youith fiaison officer constable Frank Ly and crime co-ordinator senior
sergeant Jacob Reeves with students in the mentoring program. &

* Picture: Wesley Lonergan

Guiding future leaders

Walton said each student
benefited from the program.
“They have gained more skills
such as communication, team-
work and leadership;’ she said.
“They are showing more initi-
ative, greater engagement at
school and there’s been an
increase in their attendance
rates.
Student Malia Levao, 16, said
the program was an invaluable
experience. The program will
continue next year.
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Funds help the rebuild

STUDENTS RAISE AWARENESS FOR THE PLIGHT OF POST-TSUNAMI SAMOA

Kimherley'caines

AFTER a group of Cabra-
matta High School teachers
visited Samoa in July and
saw the aftermath of last
year’s tsunami they knew
they had to help.

Project Samoa, a commit-
tee of 15 students and 15
teachers, has organised a
fundraising dinner at the
Golden Star Palace in Cabra-
matta on Friday, November
29, to raise money to send a
container with resources
and basie necessities to two
schools in Samoa.

Manumalo Baptist School

has more than 430 students

and was relocated to two
different cities when it lost
furniture, resources and
equipment in Cyclone Evan.

Vaimauga College is a dis-
advantaged school with 800
students. The basic necessi-
ties most schools take for
granted are not available.

“I can’t wait until they
open the container,” Project
Samoa organiser and teach-
er Rhianna Lim said.

“We are sending instru-
ments because they are
starting their music pro-

|

gram over there. We are
sending USBs, printers, ex-
ercise books, pencils, pens,
white boards, dusters and
football jerseys.”

During the fundraiser,
there will be performances
by lion dancers, drummers,

Samoan, Tongan and Cook
Island dancers, as well as
raffles and door prizes.

“On the night, our big goal
is to raise $9000 because that
is the cost of the container.
Our community has been
donating a lot of furniture,

Staff and students at Cabramatta High School are holding a fundraising dinner to support two schools in Samoa.

money and gift vouchers,” EUNDRAISER ‘

Ms Lim said.

School captain Darren
Huynh said: “The resources
will give them (students)
better access to equipment
to help with creating a better
learning space.”

® Where: Golden Star Palace,
Cabramatta

= When: Friday, November
29, from 7pm :

m Cost: $40 per person

m Details: 9726 2424
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Stop the silence about violence

By Bianca Martins
and Michael Morgano

THE statistics for domestic violence
in the Cabramatta police command
area are staggering — yet it’s just a
fraction of what really takes place
behind closed doors.

Detective Inspector Darren New-
man said domestic and family viol-
ence was under-reported in
Fairfield City.

Research indicated somewhere
between 30 per cent and 50 per cent
of incidents.

“This is the dark secret for our
local community,” he said.

The station’s domestic violence
liaison officer, Senior Constable
Peter Khamlu, agreed.

He said there were several factors
contributing to why women didn't
report it.

“The majority of the Vietnamese
community want to ‘save face’ so to
say ‘the police came to my house’ is
like a stigma to the community,” he
said. 2
“The other reason is because they
are afraid their husband will be
locked upin jail.

“They think: ‘He is the bread
winner so who is going to support
me and the kids?' ”

“Language barriers will always
continue to be a problem with the
police.”

Cabramatta local area command
responded to 1358 incidents of
domestic violence in the past 12
months and dealt with 118 breaches
of domestic violence orders.

Detective Inspector Newman said
when police received that first ‘call
for assistance from a domestic

Raising awareness: Fowler MP Chris

i

Hayés, Cabramatta High School students Joanna Qiao and Gemimah Omari, and Detective

Inspector Darren Newman of Cabramatta police at White Ribbon Day celebrations.

violence victim, research told them
the person had on average already
been a victim of domestic violence
on 24 prior occasions.

“Domestic violence incidents
accounts for 30 per cent to 40 per
cent of all police work in most local
area commands across NSW and is
the highest crime type we deal
with,” he said.

“Sadly, domestic violence also

accounts for 40 per cent of all
homicides.”

The Cabramatta community
united at Cabramatta PCYC on
Friday, taking an oath during a
ceremony to say no to domestic
violence.

Attendees, including Fowler MP
Chris Hayes, swore not to commit,
excuse or remain silent about
domestic abuse.

Picture: Simon Bennett




Public School Visits NSW Parliament

vl
School Captains Leadership Seminar

Canley Vale High School Captains Kelvin Trinh and Julie Pham and Cabramatta High School
Captains Linda Chan and Sean Ngo attended NSW Parliament for a leadership seminar. It was
truly inspiring to meet such talented future leaders of our society and | wish them well in the future.
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Cabramatta High School's
Police Links Day.

Students prove
powerful force

CABRAMATTA High
School students proved too
good for Cabramatta Police
when they went head-to-
head in a basketball game
for the Police Links Day.
The annual event is held
to teach Year 7 students
about the impacts of cyber
bullying, stealing, drugs,
smoking and peer pressure.
- Teacher and event co-
ordinator Dhiresh Prakash
said feedback from the stu-
dents was positive and
teachers lost count of the
game 10 minutesin.
“The reason we do it is be-
cause we want to get them in
~Year 7 so they learn the con-
sequences of their actions
early,” hesaid.
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Local language leaders

SCHOOL TAKES TOP FOUR
PLACES IN HSC VIETNAMESE

Kimberley Caines

MONTHS of study and
weeks of taxing exams paid
off for four former Cabra-
matta High School students
who topped the state in Viet-
namese Continuers.

Thuy Lan Duyen Nguyen,
Xuan Khanh Minh Nguyen,
Thuy Tien Nguyen and Hoai
Manh Tat have all achieved
rewarding ATARs and are
now set to embark on their
next challenges.

First Place in Course
achiever Thuy Lan Duyen
has been offered places at
both Macquarie and UTS.

She plans to complete a
combined degree in finance
and commerce or construc-
tion project management
and international studies.

“I want to be a stock-
broker and be involved in
the share market. I like to
work in a changing environ-
ment where you get tofacea
lot of challenges,” she said.

“I believe the share mar-
ket is where opportunities,
wealth, knowledge, experi-
ence and luck meet.”

HIGH ACHIEVERS

B WHAT: Four former
Cabramatta High School
students topped the state

in Vietnamese Continuersin
last year's HSC

B FIRST PLACE: Thuy Lan
Duyen Nguyen now plans to
study to become a stock
broker

B SECOND PLACE: Xuan
Khanh Minh Nguyen will enrol
in an applied science degree -
B THIRD PLACE: Thuy Tien
Nguyef™

® FOURTH PLACE: Hoai
Manh Tat

Xuan Khanh Minh came
second in the subject and
will enrol in a Bachelor of
Applied Science degree at
the University of Sydney.

“I would like to work in
the medical field,” she said.
“I find it fascinating how we
are constantly trying tofight
our inevitable end.”

She puts her HSC success
down to consistent study.

“The insane pressures

will push you beyond your Xuan Khanh Minh Nguyen placed second in the state for Vietnamese Continuers in the HSC

usual limits,” she said.

and will go on to study a Bachelor of Applied Science at the University of Sydney.
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Winner: Sports Achiever of the Year Stefan
Pupovac with 2013 winner Georgia Rowntree,
Fowler MP Chris Hayes, Fairfield mayor Frank

~ Carbone and 2014 ambassador Shang Heal.

Terrific all-rounder
shocked but excited

SPORTS ACHIEVER OF THE YEAR

STEFAN Pupovac, 15, has achieved much
on the sports field this year.

So much so he was awarded the 2013
Fairfield City Council Sports Achiever of
the Year at the Australia Day awards.

The Cabramatta resident has excelled
in four sports in the past 12 months and
held four captaincies at Cabramatta
High school — Bill Turner Cup soccer
team, open boys soccer team, under-15s
basketball team and under-15s AFL
team. He'’s also excelled on the athletics
track, making the zone and regional ath-
letics teams. “It was a shock to win the
award but I was very excited,” he said.

Stefan plans to continue playing his
favourite sport, soccer, with Marconi this
season. His talents have also been identi-
fied by the GWS Giants for future devel-
opment.



Fairfield City Champion
Wednesday, January 29, 2014

SPORTS ACHIEVER
OF THE YEAR
Stefan Pupovac is
a talented athlete who
‘has competed in a wide
variety of sports with high
levels of achievement.
Outside of school,
Stefan competes in
basketball as part of the
gy Oblic Club, playing in

~ ¥ centre and point guard
_ positions. He combines
/ his sporting ability with
. strong leadership skills.
Last year, Stefan was
approached by scouts
for the Greater Western
Sydney Giants. Stefan
received the Cabramatta
High School Sports Boy
| of the Year award.

Stefan Pupovac
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Congratulations
Cabramatta High School
Class of 2013

Congratulations to all of our students for their excellent results in the HSC.
A significant number of students scored over 90 for their ATAR. We would
also like to acknowledge the following outstanding achievements.

| Mom Ella LIM
: 98.3. -

Xuanh Khanh Minh
NGUYEN
98.75

Top of the state for Vietnamese Continuers

Thuy Tien NGUYEN  Hoai Manh TAT

Thuy Lan Duyen Xuaniw Khanh
NGUYEN Minh NGUYEN 3 in State : 4™ in State
1 in State 2 in State :

Some highlights of the Class of 2013:
- 45 on Distinguished Achievers List
« Thuy Lan Duyen Nguyen: First in State Vietnamese
« Tamara Peulic: First in State Serbian o
« Xuanh Kanh Minh Nguyen 98.75: Dux
« 85% of students have accepted tertiary offers in areas such as Law,
Business, Forensic Biology, Policing, Communication and Nursing.

Cabramatta High School : i 5
Principal: Elizabeth Godwin :
Address: Aladore Avenue, Cabramatta NSW 2166

PH: 9726 2424 | Fax: 9726 4282

Website: http:/./www.cabramatta-h.schools.nsw. edu.au
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CABRAMATTA HIGH SCHOOL sets high expectations for student performance
and behaviour. Our highly experienced staff are using newly built learning
environments to provide quality teaching and high academic results. The Homework
Centre provides free tutorials from 3.30 - 5.30pm with trained tutors.

In addition there are opportunities for talented students to be accelerated.

We would like to congratulate our HSC class of 2013 for their excellent results.

85% of students have accepted tertiary offers in areas such as
Law, Business, Forensic Biology, Policing, Communication and Nursing.
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Teens race
to gardens

'CABRAMATTA High School held its
annual Green Day last Friday.

Students and volunteers were involved
in projects around the school in a bid to
help maintain the environment.

This year’s focus was the Circle of Life

Soanit and students took part in the Great
R = S - Mulch Race.
~ Green thumbs: Cabramatta High School students The event comprised a bucket relay to
(from left) Cathy Pham, Ken Xaybounheuang and transfer mulch to areas around the
Nita Cong took part in the Great Mulch Race last school that needed replenishment.
Friday as part of the school’s annual Green Day. This included the school’s garden beds

i Picture: Jeff de Pasquale and its Peace Garden.
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Advance

CABRAMATTA

Alumni
revisit
campus

ACHIEVERS RETURN TO INSPIRE

Kimberley Caines

CABRAMATTA High
School is the place where
dreams are made, principal
Beth Godwin believes.

To inspire this year’s crop
of HSC students, the school
welcomed back its brightest
2018 graduates for a high
achievers morning tea.

The annual event is orga-
nised to show the HSC stu-
dents they can achieve their
goals.

A high number of last
year’s top achievers scored
an ATAR above 90.

Ms Godwin said she re-
mained impressed the
school placed first, second,
third and fourth in the state
for Vietnamese Continuers.

“Each year, the results
keep improving. We've
never done that well in lan-
guage,” Ms Godwin said.

International student
Nhung Trinh, who received
an ATAR rank of 93.35, ad-
vised students to study for

LEADING THE WAY

WHAT: Cabramatta High
welcomed back its brightest
graduates from the 2013 HSC
staff to inspire students
WHO: Forty-five HSC
students made the 2013
distinguished achievers list -
EThuy Lan Duyen Nguyen
placed first in Vietnamese

B Tamara Peulic topped the
state in Serbian

H Dux of the class Xuanh
Kanh Minh Nguyen received
an ATARof 98.75

m 85 per cent of students
have accepted university
offers in courses including
law, business, forensic
biology, policing, teaching
and nursing

tratein class and find a quiet
study area. 3

Nhung will study a Bach-
elor of Nursing Advanced
degree this year.

“/@x What do you think of the
results? Email editor@
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Message strikes a chord

By Ashleigh Milton

CABRAMATTA High School cele-

brated the many different
cultures at the school at Harmony.
Day last week.

Students performed in cultural
dances and the school held
activities which allowed the
students to discuss what
Harmony Day meant to them.

Teacher Toni Robinson said the
school's population is drawn from
several cultural groups.

“We look at celebrating days
that acknowledge these differ-
ences and allow students the
opportunity to work together as a
whole;” she said.

“We also celebrate Peace Day
each year in November.

Year 9 student, Lavern Leauma
enjoyed celebrating Harmony Day
at the school because it brought
all of the students together.

“Today | performed a traditional
Samoan dance which repre-

sented peace and harmony,” she :

said. “Because today brings all
our cultures together people
don't care what race you are and
that makes me proud.”

Year 11 student Jenifer Nguyen
said she performed a traditional
Vietnamese dance in front of her
peers because she was not
ashamed of her culture.

- “Today | get to see other new
cultural dances | wouldn't
~ normally be able to see;’ she
said. “Harmony Day proves any.
cultures can work together and
bring each other's strengths.”

Fowler MP Chris Hayes said

according to Australian Bureau

Statistics data his electorate was
the most multicultural in Austra-
lia, with 50 per cent of residents
born overseas. “Harmony Day is a
day we celebrate the vibrancy,
colour and diversity of our multi-
cultural nation;” he said.

“Becoming the Member for
Fowler has allowed me to see first
hand the wonderful contributions
various cultural groups make not
only to their respective

" communities but also to the:

general fabric of Australia itself”
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FOWLER ELECTORATE

Cabra-Vale Diggers senior director Jim Thompson (left) and
vice-president George Taylor (right), Chris Hayes and Cabra-
matta High vice-captains Phil Nguyen and Anja Inic.

V2 - FAGE01Z01MA

Students investigate Anzac legacy

Kimberley Caines

APPRECIATING peace and

the sacrifices it took to -

achieve it is the focus of the
Fowler electorate Anzdc
centenary schools project.
More than 20,000 students
from 41 schools will study
World War I and its signifi-
cance to the Australian way
of life over the next year.
Principals, Fowler Fed-
eral Labor MP Chris Hayes
and representatives from

EESTIWE FORGEE S Sl e vy |

centenary schools project

B Next year marks the 100th anniversary of the Gallipoli landing
H Forty-one schools in the Fowler electorate will honour the
sacrifices of the fallen soldiers through the 2015 Anzac

m Students will be involved in activities, exhibitions and the
launch of a book which commemorates the Anzacs

-

RSL clubs will lead students
through the project.
Cabramatta High School
vice-captain Anja Inic said
her family relocated to
Australia when she was a

child due to war in Serbia.
“We came here for a better
future. I think it’s really im-
portant to honour and com-
memorate what the Anzacs
did for us,” Anja, 17, said.

FAIRFIELD ADVANCE, Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Mr Hayes said engaging
with young people was a
vital aspect of the project be-
cause they would be the fu-
ture of the country.

“What we want to dois not
so much capture the history
‘of the landing at Gallipoli
but research its significance
to modern Australia,” Mr
Hayes said. :

“We want to be able to
focus on what events of 100
years ago mean today.”

o3t
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' Councillor Ken Yeung
Representing the Fainffe!d Ward, Councillor Yeung was first
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CABRAMATTA

= ¢
Amy Ngov, 15, has been chosen to attend the UBS Young Women's Leadership Academy.

Amy on course for leadership role

s AMY Ngov has been recognised for her
~leadership potential and is attending
the week-long, exclusive UBS Young
Women's Leadership Academy, '

The Year 11 Cabramatta High School stu-
dent is one of 50 young people across Aus-
tralia who have been selected to attend the
University of Sydney this week to.discuss
goal-setting and career development,

“I want to learn more about being a com-
munity leader and meeting girls similar to my
age with similar aspirations,” Amy said.

“We will be talking to women who have
made it in business.

“This program is one that | know will be of
high benefit to me and my future.”

The program, in its 10th year, gives stu-
dents industry exposure and the chance for
field visits. Girls selected for the academy
needed to have an interest in working in
finance or business and be recognised as an
emerging leader in their school. Principal
Beth Godwin said Amy was the first Cabra-
matta High student to attend the academy. |

“Amy is a wonderful student who deserves
this opportunity,” Ms Gedwin said.

“One of the things | am hoping Amy will
learn is to be confident in who she is.”
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touches to their high tea.

Staff relish stud

By Ashleigh Milton

CABRAMATTA High School’s senior hospital-
ity students treated school staff to a sophistic-
ated high tea last week. :
The students, with the guidance of their
teacher, delivered a tasty menu to 40 people.
It included buttermilk scones with berry
_conserve and cream, roast capsicum crostinis
and caramelised eschallot tart with chive and
chantilly cream.

Bistro 38: Senior hospitality students Helen Nguyen, Vincent Phan and Anne M

~

arie Huizing add finishing
Picture: Jeff de Pasquale

ents’ creations

Head teacher of home economics, Michelle
West, said “Bistro 38" was the culmination of
what the students had learnt over the past
year. :

“The students take responsibility of a spe-
cific dish and see it through right to serving to

" the customers,” she said.

Year 12 student Kevin Ho said preparing

- food for someone else was rewarding.

“] wouldn't even mind getting a career in
hospitality now;” he said. :
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By Bianca Perez

THE relationship between Cabra-
‘matta police and Cabramatta High
School students has strengthened
after the school held its annual
Police Links Day earlier this
month.

Officers met w1th year 7 students
to discuss topics _including cyber
safety, juvenile crime and its con-
sequences and the Young Offend-
ers Act.

The school’s Police Links co-

Joined forces: Studems Socheata Bunna (from left), Sarah Allo
o constables Lyndall Olsen, Daisy Nguyen and Ha Son for a fii ndlygame ofbasketba

Cops, students strengtt

ordinator Dhiresh Prakash sald the
police liaison officers also
addressed sexting, a growing
problem among youth.

““About 20 years ago, this wasn't
an issue but with the rise of multi-
media we now need to make kids
aware,” he said.

He said officers spent the second

half of the day speaking to stu-
dents about drugs, alcohol,
tobacco and how to avoid crime
by not subnuttlng to peer pres-
sure.

]'

X the case study
of Nona Belomesoff, who was
murdered by a young man in 2010
after he befriended her on Face-
book. This was to highlight the
dangers students face when using
social media.”

The students spent the remain-
ing part of the day playing a
friendly match of basketball with
the police.

_ This was a definite highlight, Mr
Prakash said.
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Doorknock
saves lives

Kimberley Caines

MORE than 100 Cabramatta
High School students will
give up their time on Satur-
day to support Australians
in need.

" The Red Shield Appeal
Doorknock takes place this
weekend with thousands of
residents volunteering their
time to raise funds for social

‘and community services.

Cabramatta High School
principal Beth Godwin is
hoping the community will
support the appeal.

“If everyone in Cabra-
matta can give $1, imagine
how many lives can be
changed,” Ms Godwin said.

The students, ex-students
and teachers will walk from

house-to-house to  collect

STUDENTS JOIN SHIELD APPEAL

DIGDEERSNE T ]

B WHAT: The Red Shield
Appeal Doorknock urges
residents to dig deep

= WHY: To support
Australians inneed
WHO: More than 100
Cabramatta High students
@ WHEN: May 24 and 25
m DETAILS: salvos.org.au

donations to ensure the Sal-
vation Army can continue
providing meals, food
vouchers and counselling
for those in crisis and beds
for the homeless. ;

“We hope to be able to
cover all of Cabramatta,
Bonnyrigg, Lansvale and up

- to Fairfield,” she said.

Ms Godwin said students

~ learnt much from the event.

tion Army Captain Nicole Viles (centre)is banking on the supportof students Anja Inican,

Darren Huynh,-S_hayla Dang and Huu Manh Phat Nguyen in the doorknock.  Picture: ROBERT POZO
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Learning: Students Nhu Mai and Johnny Do with Cabra
World War | educational online calendar. -

-Vale Diggers Club director Jim Thdmpsbn look atthe

Picture: Simon Bennett

WWI calendar is online

By Bianca Perez

STUDENTS will get greater insight
into World War | after an educa-
tional online calendar of daily
events of the period was
launched at Cabramatta’s -
Whitlam Library last Friday.

The calendar, which features
events that took place from
June 28, 1914 to November 11,
1918, was launched to com-
memorate the upcoming centen-
ary of Anzac and World War .

Fowler MP Chris Hayes said the

calendar will optimise learning

opportunities for young students.
“World War |, and particularly

the ANZAC efforts, helped forge

our national identity and define
our national character,” he said.
“Qur community is using the
federal government Anzac
centenary grant funding to

s ‘commemorate this important
- time in Australia’ )

history through
a number of community events.
“We're also using it as an
opportunity for knowledge
building, to teach ouryoung
peaple, in particular, aboutthe
history that has allowed us to.
enjoy the freedom and peace we
have today. ;
Cabra-Vale Diggers Club group
general manager Michael Foulkes
agreed and said the website was
created to help the community

understand how modern Austra-

lia was shaped. ‘It was a really

‘good day;" he said. “There were

students from Cabramatta High
School and they took partin a

~ multiple-choice quiz. The mes-

sage we're sending to students is
notto take peace for granted.

As part of the upcoming Anzac
centenary celebrations, students:
from more than 40 local schools
will also have the chance t0
express their own understanding
of Australia’s involvement in
World War I through an arts
competition.

Calendar: onthisday.net.au

(password protected).
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LEARN FOR LIFE

EDUCATION WEEK 2014

Getting ready: Cabra-
matta High School's
gifted and talented
students are preparing
themselves for this year's
Best of the Best
challenge.

Picture: Jeff de Pasquale

important that
gifted and talented
students are given
the opportunity to

Students battle \GAw&
to be the best .

CABRAMATTA High School is celebrating The event started on Monday and runs until

Education Week by holding a Best of the Best July 30, with a special recognition assembly on
challenge. August 1. A

The event aims to find the best students in  Mr Avery said competitions included poetry,
each field of learning through a wide range of ~ maths, a “Faces of Cabra” art competition, a
competitions across all fields of study. Masterchef-style cooking challenge and a phys-

Administration head teacher Mark Avefy said ical traiming boot camp competition.
it was designed to identify and recognise student  There would also be two science activities.

achievement. “Students in years 7 and 8 can write an essay
“Cabramatta High School runs competitions  on ‘An invention that changed the war” while
in each field and across all age groups to years nine and 10 students will have to inventa

motivate students to achieve their best,” he said.  case for an egg that will allow it to be thrown
“It’s important that gifted and talented students without breaking,” Mr Avery said.
are given the opportunity to achieve their full poten-  “The student whose egg is thrown furthest
*tial and Best of the Best allows them to work at a without breaking will be declared the winner.”
level beyond what is normally required of them.” Winners will receive certificates and prizes.
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Miranda Whitton (front) and Bernadette
Amituanai and their classmates are keen
to film a video to accompany their CD.
Picture: JAN SVEGOVIC

g

Cabramatta High School students have written the
rap song Right Mind to educate their peers about
the dangers of one punch attacks.
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Giving a
piece of
their mind

PUPILS RAP ABOUT VIOLENCE

Rosaline Walters

A GROUP of Cabramatta
High School students have
Written a rap song warning
against one-punch attacks.

The Year 9and 10 students
were inspired to spread the
message to their peers after
the death of 18-year-old
Thomas Kelly who died after
being punched in the head in
Kings Cross in 2012.

The students worked with
music producer 6PounD to
create the song Right Mind.

Miranda Whitton said she
felt responsible for teaching

younger students about

avoiding violence: “I would
like them to realise how stu-
piditis.”

Classmate Bernadette
Amituanai wrote her verse
while worrying about youn-
ger siblings: “When they
grow up I don’t want them
going downthe wrongpath.”

Producer 6PounD taught
the group the finer points of
writingrap.

“He mumbles random
words until it starts to make

CEYRICST St i |

What did | tell you ‘bout the
coward punch,

It really don’t empower much.
Thinking that you're-with
troublemakers hangmg out at
lunch.

It takes aminute hut regrets
last a lifetime,

Commita crime. and s youmust
be out uf your nght ﬁd.

WHAT' A rap song wntten by
13 students from Cabramatta
High School .

WHY:| Follnwmg the death of
Thomas Kelly they wanted to
warn fellow students about
Ee dangers of one-punch

attacks

sense,” Ms Whitton said. “Tt
helped alot.”

Now the groupis hoping to
film a music video to accom-
pany the song.

Congratulate the
students at Facebook/
fairfieldadvance d

Bernadette Amituanai with the CD of the students’ song Rrgt Mind.

Picture: JAN SVEGOVIC
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Debating team fit for next word war

Itfurthered my knowledge and skills and was
extremely intriguing. The coaeh engaged us by
incorporating current world issues, which

were truly enlightening. :

Beautiful minds: The Cabramatta Debating Team, [back from left] Eric Umg, Cindy Bui, Sylvia Lim and Luke Trainor, [from the from

left] Denise Antonio, Amanda Easterbrook, Tracy Chau and Linda Ly. Picture: Jennifer Duvall

By Eric Urng :
CABRAMATTA High School’s debat-

ing team will be better prepared the -

next time they wage a war of words,
after recently spending a day in
training, : 3

On July 21, the group of year 9 and
- 10 students attended the Annual
Debating Training Day at the Uni-
| versity of Western Sydney’s Parra-
matta Campus.

It was co-ordinated by the Masters
Academy and current Law students.

The aim of the training day was to
teach students, from a variety of
schools, how to effectively debate.

The students said they thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to learn
debating strategies that will assist
them to achieve their best in future
debating competitions.

The Gabramatta student debaters

— Sylvia Lim

have already been involved in
debates against teams from other
schools. :

So far they have won two out of
the three rounds they have con-
tested.

The team hopes that their parti-
cipation in the university training
day will further strengthen their
individual abilities.

“The debating training day was an
excellent experience,” said Cabra-
matta team member Sylvia Lim.

“It furthered my knowledge and
skills'and was extremely intriguing.
The coach engaged us by incorpor-
ating current world issues, which
were truly enlightening.”

By being a part of the debating
team, the students agreed they felt
as though they had gained valuable
time management skills, while also
boosting their self-confidence.
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By Amanda Easterbrook

Setting goals and managing time | Ready forfirst bouts

By Alysha Le

WITH the help of business
mentors, a group of Cabramatta
High School students are leaming
the finer points of goal setting and
time management.

The select group are taking part
in the 2014 GOALS program,
hosted by the Australian Business
Community Network (ABCN).

The GOALS program offers
students the chance to grow and
learn new skills with the help of a
mentor.

The students will attend five
sessions in total.

These theme-based sessions
aim to recognise, develop and
enhance students’ strengths. They.
also encourage the students to
call on the support of their
mentors.

The first session focused on the

process of achieving a goal.
Students were shown the import-
ance of setting achievable goals
to ensure their success.

The second session targeted the
concepts of communication and
presentation.

The presentation component

was centred on how an individual

should present themselves to
create a positive impression.

Students are currently focusing
on setting and completing short-
term goals in the lead up to their
next session.

“| believe the GOALS program
will help tremendously in
managing goal setting, stress and
time management;’ said particip-
ating student Amanda
Easterbrook.

“Itwill also help me handle
problematic situations and have
an optimistic approach to life.”

Learning life skills: A handful of Cabramatta GOALS team, [back from
left] Josephine Lang, Janet Lim and Amanda Easterbrook, [front from left]
Alysha Ly and Denise Antonio.

Picture: Jennifer Duvall

NEXT week a group of Cabramatta High School students will

‘test their strength at the 2014 NSW Taekwondo Competition.

The competition will be held on August 10 at Sydney
Olympic Park Sports Centre. .

It will be the first ime the Cabramatta Tackwondo team will
compete against otherschools.

The students say they are thrilled at the opportunity to fly the
local flag at the competition.

“| hope that | will gain a lot of experiences and | hope to win,’
said team member Siriyakorn Chaimueangmun. ‘I don't want
to be there just to impress the judges or referee.”

While preparing for the competition during regular grade
sport, the participating year 9 and 10 students have been
lucky enough to be given the chance to gain their colour belts.

This was due to involvement of the Martial Arts Spirit Health
and Fitness Academy.

As well as their in-school competition training, the team have
also taken in practice bouts on Tuesdays and Saturdays
outside of school hours.

“| just have to say that Cabramatta High School has setan
incredibly high standard for the quality of martial arts training
for high school students,” said coach Leizel Jayne. “What an
amazing and inspiring group of young adults” -
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Proving ability: Cabramatta High School S students and thelrteacherAndrew HaIIab (right) entered their

short film RMS Cabramatta.

Picture: Jeff de Pasquale

Fil.mmakers reveal skills

By Bianca Perez

THE students at Cabramatta High
School have re-created the movie
Titanic with a local twist.

The school’s junior and senior
support classes, along with 20
teachers, created the short film,
RMS Cabramatta, and entered it

into Nova Employment’s Focus on'

Ability Short Film Competition.
The five-minute film replicates
the award-winning movie Titanic.
Computing teacher Andrew
Hallab said the competition
allowed schools to create a film
displaying ablilty through dlsabﬂny

“Ability was shown by year 11
student Adrian Van Gool, who

rescued a drowning Miss Godwin,
to using a motorised wheelchair

driven by year 8 student Sally

Hem in assisting the lifeboats in

the water while the ill-fated ship
was sinking," he said.

“To create the look of the film,
the main prop used was a model
of the ship. This was created in
class using cardboard”

He said everyone who contrib-
uted to making the film worked

extremely hard and he was proud

of all their efforts.
“Everyone had a great time

being filmed and getting involved
with creating the model ship,

_ setting up the classroom with the
green screen and recording the

scenes umng a tripod.

“We spent two weeks making
the model, just over two weeks to
film it and 24 hours editing it

The school submitted the short
film on July 31, with online voting.
commeneing a day later.

More than $80,000 in cash
and prizes are up for grabs, with
the winners to be announced on
September 4 at Fox Studios.

To see the short film visit

tmyurl com/ nerwu4 and vote.
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Great potential: Cabramatta High student To Nhi Tran.

Student mentors new pupils

By Bianca Perez

CABRAMATTA High School year 11 stu-
dent To Nhi Tran has developed a sup-
port program for those using the
school’s Intensive English Centre (IEC).

After getting involved in Max Poten-
tial, a youth mentoring program in
Fairfield, she organised a Cabramatta
High School Experience Day.

The day gave students the chance to
learn more about the transition to year
10 and offered practical experience of
high school study.

As part of the program, IEC students
were buddied up with other pupils in
the same year before taking part in

Picture: Simon Bennett  three school periods.

They then met Miss Tran, who shared
her own experiences and provided
information and tips to the students.

She said her aim was to better pre-
pare incoming IEC students for high
school.

“] am very satisfied with the out-
come,” she said.

“Each student said it was a great
opportunity and they hope it will be

provided to the next group of IEC stu-

dents.
“They also made lots of new friends.”
Max Potential, sponsored by St Johns
Park Bowling Club, matches busi-
nesses or community workers with a
young person nominated by their
school or community group.

They work together through a
22-week program aimed at accelerat-
ing the young person’s potential.

Miss Tran said the program taught
her how to organise an event and
boosted her confidence.

“I was able to express and speak out
my idea to the crowd, get more prac-
tical experience, be organised,
responsible and share my individual
experience,” she said.

Nineteen students from schools
including Cabramatta, Bonnyrigg, Fai-
rvale, St Johns Park and Westfields
Sports high schools took part in this
year's Max Potential program.

All projects will be presented at St
Johns Park Bowling Club tomorrow.
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Students t

K

on Titanic task

REINVENT AN EPIC FOR FILMMAKING CONTEST

Rosaline Walters

STUDENTS from the Sup-
port Unit at Cabramatta
High are hoping to win the
Focus on Ability short film
competition with a remake
of Titanic.

Teacher Andrew Hallab
said the students filmed the
movie as part of a filmmak-
ing projectin their computer
life skills program.

“We wanted to go with the
behemoth of movies,” Mr
Hallab said.

Ten students from Years 8
to 12 spent an entire term
writing the script, casting
the actors and filming in
front of a green screen.

Year 12 student Tyra

FOCUS ON ABILITY /|

WHAT: Cabramatta High
students have entered their
movie, RMS Cabramatta, in
the Focus on Ability short film
competition. The competition
raises awareness of the
abilities of people with
disabilities. Winners will be
announced September 4.
PRIZE: Judge Choice prize-
$15,000. Online favourite
prize — $3500,

Mani-Cezer said the hardest
part was creating a scale
model of the Titanic.

“It took a couple weeks to
build it” she said.

Twenty staff worked as ex-
tras on the movie.

School principal Beth
Godwin played the ship’s
captain, who tragically
drowned with the ship.

The film is a heartbreak-
ing blend of action and ro-
mance, with staff - and
students waltzing around
the upper decks as the ice-
berg hits.

If the students win the

~ $15,000 judges prize at the

competition they will donate
the money to the school.

Winners will be an-
nounced on Thursday, Sep-
tember 4.

Watch the film RMS
Cabramatta at
facebook.com/
fairfieldadvance ‘

/

vance

1 &390

Students Sally Hem, Traey Huynh, Tyra Mani-Cezer, Adrian Van Gool, Christine Phanith, Rida
Saad, Sonia Toilolo with teachers Andrew Hallab, Shonrita Prasad and Judith Halmsley.
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Students look to help

DONATES500 Bl I8 1o e
TOHOSPITAL [l & o i

A GROUP of Cabramatta
High students has raised
$500 for Fairfield hospital.

The money will go to-
wards a freezer and micro-
wave to store and heat
breast milk in the Intensive
Care Unit.

The student group LEO,
Leadership Experience Op-
portunity, presented the
cheque to the hospital’s gen-
eral manager Arnold Tam-
mekand. 2

They raised the funds by
selling food at a festival.

Supervising teacher Aza-
deh Slade said the students
had also donated to other
groups.

“Just recently $500 has
gone to the Cancer Council,
$1000 to the Serbian floods,
$400 to families struggling in
the community and today
$500 to Fairfield hospital,”
she said. ;

The group was formed six
years ago and has strong ties
with Cabramatta Cabra-
Vale Lions club.

“It was started to create £ 2 S \psll, : Bihcsens
another means for students School Leadership Experience Opportunity members
to develop leadership skills = Amanda Easterbrook, Nay Kim and Katrina Trinh with
apart from the SRC,” Ms hospital general manager Anrold Tammekand and
Slade said. : community manager Robyn El-Khair.
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Triumph: Cabramatta High Scho

£

By Bianca Perez

EIGHT students from Cabramatta
High School triumphed at the NSW.
State Open Taekwondo Champion-
ships recently — bagging 11 medals
between them.

It was the first time any high
school had entered its students in
the event, which was held at the

d body work as one for wins

ol's tackwondo team claimed victory at this year's NSW State Open Taekwondo Championships.

State Sports Centre on August 10.

Lyn Nguyen, the school’s learning
support head teacher, said the suc-
cess was the result of an innovative
program introduced into the school
last year by national taekwondo
champion Terrence Fernandez, as
well as the school’s PDHPE head
teacher Joy McElligott.

“The eight students competed in a

range of events from sparring,
poomsae [patterns] and speed
board breaking,” she said.

“Their achievement was outstand-
ing considering taekwondo was of-
fered as a Tuesday afternoon sport
only last year.”

Students not only learnt new skills
but were given the opportunity to
oet oraded and attain their helts.

Year 9 student Marijana Trkulja
said it was a great program with
many benefits.

“It gives us an opportunity to try
something new, get fit and make
new friends,” she said.

“The coaches are very inspiring
and motivational.

“And they’re part of the reason that

makes s want to come hack everv

o
Picture: Jeff de Pasquale

lesson and try our hardest to
succeed.”

In the lead-up to the event, the
students sold roast beef rolls at two
of the school festivals in a bid to
meet state entry fees as well as
purchasing sparring equipment for
the team.

The team hopes to attend the

nafinnal enmnetitinn in Adelaida
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That calls

By Amanda Easterbrook : 7 5 = y - -

CABRAMATTA High School’s Tournament of
Minds team had so much fun taking part in the
annual competition that they felt a need to
relive the experience.

Earlier this month they treated pupils from
Cabramatta West Public School to an encore of
their dramatic performances.

The two Cabramatta teams presented a show-
case of the plays they devised for the tourna-
ment’s language and literature challenge.

The tournament was held at the University of
Western Sydney on August 23.

It is a problem solving program designed to
challenge the minds of young students from
across the country.

Students have their creativity and teamwork:
put ta the test.

“The Tournament of Minds was a great experi-
ence, despite the stress,” said Cabramatta stu-
dent Sylvia Lim. “I gained a lot from the program
as it allowed me to improve upon my commu-
nication, team work and time management
skills.” ;

During competition, the students had to finish
a short term challenge, as well as perform their
planned presentation.

Both of the school’s teams performed well,
with one receiving an honours award.

“I had fun and it was a pleasure working with
all the members,” said student Ozkan Askin.
“The members amazed me with their talent and
the play we came up with was very, very cool.”
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Giants help Cabra kids learn new skills

A group of Cabramatta High School students have been
treated to some expert tuition in Aussie rules football
this year.
Since term three, students from the Year 9 Intensive
_ English Centre, have been attending weekly training
sessions with the Greater Western Sydney Giants.

The team’s instructors have taught basic games skills,
with the aim of encouraging student participation in the
sport as well as increasing their levels of physical
activity. 4

It has been found the program has also had benefits
inside the classroom.

The program has operated at the school for the past
two years and also offers the Greater Western Sydney
instructors the chance to recruit students who show a
natural talent for the sport.

“| think it's a wonderful idea for our students to be
exposed to AFL alongside rugby league, cricket and : e - : =
soccer; said the school's IEC teacher Mr Nguyen. Outdoor classroom: [from left] Linda Ly and Tracy Chau. Picture: Jennifer Duvall
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Cabramatta
High School’s
Best of the Best

In August, | had the honour of
presenting awards and prizes
to students who came out tops
in this year’s Cabramatta High

School Best of the Best challenge.
The competition aimed to find the best students

across all fields of study. Well done to all the winners
and students who competed!
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TELL us ABGHT YOURSEE.F[EE] |

Ralph Street, Czlhramatta Cabramatta ngh School student
- Sally Do.

| m What is your favnurlte spot in Fairfield?: Cabra -Vale Park.
| m What is your favourite way to svend al ralny day?: Annoying
or pranking my older brother.
m What is your favourite food?: 'm nat a picky eaterand |
enjoy all types, so its hard to pick one.
m What are some of your hobbies?: Cooking.
m What sporting team do you go for?: | don't have one.
-m What is the best advice you have ever been given?: Just
. be yourself. <
- Which three people wouhi you invite to dinner‘) Mn'anda
Kerr, Taylor Swift and Ellen Degeneres.
m What would be your personal theme snng" Shake it Off by
. Taylor Swift.
= Would you choose money or love?: Love
m What is at the top of your bucket list?: Study overseas for
international studies. ]
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Students tackle exams

Rosaline Walters

PRETTY easy and fun is
how Cabramatta High
School’s Darren Huynh and
Phil Nguyen de cribed their

first HSC exam on Monday.
School captain Darren

said the exam, English
Paper One, was overallpret—
ty easy.

Howeverhesaid he wasn'’t

. able to finish the creative

Phil Nguyen and Darren Huynh are among more than 11,900

in the

rfield Advance

p y-ﬁ South West Region sitting their HSC exams.

HSC STRESS STARTS TO SUBSIDE FOR CAPTAINS

writing section of the exam
paper due to alack of time.
The duo are among the
11,929 students in the Metro-
politan South West Region,
which includes Fairfield,
who are sitting the HSC
‘Darren, 18, is hoping for
an ATAR of around 85, so
that he can study a Bachelor
of Landscape and Design at

the University of Techno-
logy Sydney.

He’s been trying to deal
with the stress of HSC exams
by hstemng to classical
TAusics = S

Friend and school vice-
captam Phil Nguyen, 18,

Mondays Englxsh Paper

R T

One exam was less work to
read than practice exams.
“Idon’t want to jinx it, but
it was fun,” he said.
Phi is hoping for an ATAR
of 80 so that he can study
teaching.

What's your study tip?
Tell us on facebook.
com/fairfieldadvanceg

Picture: MELVYN KNIPE

TESTS SNAPSHOT |

TODAY: Ancient history,
classical Greek continuers,
PDHPE

WHEN: The final exams are =
on Wednesday, November 5
WHO: 11,929 students are
sitting the HSC in the
Metropolitan south west
~region

RESULTS: Releasedon
‘Wednesday, December 17
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udents_, Changleng Suy
etra Matic, will each have
 to $4000 from the Austra-
siness and Community

urmg their senior years,
3000 for their first year of ter--
cation.

arslnps are de51gned to

tralia,” Mr Pratap said.

‘me personally the award  Mr Pratap has taught at theschool  For the human society teacher

at I am on track in the - for 10 years and co-ordinates extra- the award is motivation to
on and fulfilment of the curricular activities mcludmg tour- improve public school education.

s goals and need to nament of the minds, economics  “Its good to see that my passion

and keep working and business studies compeutmns,

and mock trials.

external organisations and will

Winners: Students from Cabramatta High School, Changleng Suy and Petra Matic have won national ABCN scholarships and
and leam.mg for the future of teachers Jenny Burnettand Ram Pratap have received regional awards for their work,

for teaching is being validated by

Picture: Simon Bennett

‘raise the profile of other teachers

in public schools too,” he said.
“The award makes me feel proud
to be a public school teacher and
makes me work harder for the bet-
terment of students and schoa%
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CABRAMATTA

High honours for
level of learning

TOP MARKS FOR TEACHING, SCHOLARSHIPS

Rosaline Walters

TWO Cabramatta High
School students have each
won $7000 scholarships to
further their education.

Year: 10 students Petra
Matic and Chanleng
Reaksm Suy are the recipi-
ents of grants for talented
students and funded by the
Australian Business and
Community Network, a na-
tional group of companies
and business people.

“These two outstanding
students are worthy of rec-
ognition,” principal Beth
Godwin said.

“They will make the most
of this opportunity. They
were two out of the 14 stu-
dents selected at a national
level.”

The school was also re-
cently chosen by the NSW

WHAT: Cabramatta High

School was chosen by the
NSW Government as an
example of excellence in
teaching to host a delegation
of Queensland educators
WHO: Another success for
the school is Year10
students Petra Matic and
Chanleng Reaksm Suy
winning Australian Business
Community Network
scholarships to further their
education

Government to host a del-
egation of Queensland edu-
cators who were visiting to
learn about excellence in
teaching.

Visiting Far  North
Queensland region Prineci-
pal Coach Shirlee Gallow
said she was impressed by

Visiting Assistant Regional
Director Steve Bell with
studentDianalam, 13.

the ethic of the teachers at
the school.

Far North Queensland As-
sistant Regional Director
Steven Case said he thought
an important factor in the
school’s excellence was
principal Beth Godwin’s
support of teacher training.

Cabramatta High Year 10 pupils Petra Matic and Chan
scholarships for talented students.

leng Reaksm Suy have each won $7000
Picture: IAN SVEGOVIC
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Students dressin traditional A performance by students  Another of the dance per- -
costumes foradance. at the school. formances held on the day.
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United: Cabramatta High students Lauren Ly
Erhunmwunse will help raise funds for African youth.

Huynh, Mariam Bosco, Shivam Seth and Anointed

Picture: Gary Warrick

Support for kids in Africa

By Kirstie Chlopicki

CABRAMATTA High School
will host a fund-raising din-

ner at the school on Saturday -

to raise money to build and
improve schools in Ethiopia
and South Sudan.
_ Cabramatta High School
teacher Setotaw Befekadu
helped organise the event
and said he hoped that
money raised would have a
positive impact on African
communities in need and
help improve education.

“We want to build schools

m The Cabramatta High
School African fund-
raising dinner will be held
at the school on Saturday,
November 29 at 6.30pm.
Tickets $40 adults, $20
children. For more inform-
ation call: 9726 2424,

for kids,” Mr Befekadu said.
“Our aim s to gather charity
money that we can distribute
for this cause.”
The funds will be used to
build a school in Ethiopia,

provide computers to a
school in South Sudan and
rebuild a school that was des-
troyed by war.

The theme of the fund-
raiser is: An Australian com-
munity supporting African
youth. The night will include
dinner and cultural enter-
tainment as well as an art
sale, raffle and presentation
by groups’ organising the
overseas projects.

For more news, now...
fairfieldchampion.com.au
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ﬁ%ﬁﬁ Le and Huy Dang won medals at the Australian Taekwondo Championships in Adelaide.

| sparringand third in poomse,

_ unable to attend but won gol
-and poomse — uncontested.

Picture: TIM CLAPIN

/

Champs

advance
inleaps

- NATIONAL TRIUMPHS

. Jennine Abdul Khalik

1‘,7.’:I‘WO Cabramatta High School students

kicked their way to victory at the 2014 Aus-
tralian Taekwondo Championships in Adel-
aide this month.

Year 10 student Huy Dang took home two

~ golds in the yellow belt 15-17 year-old boys

division in both sparring and traditional
poomse. Student Thanh Le came second in

Fellow student Amanda Eas r;brook was

The winners were dec1ded 0 points in
sparring after three rounds.

Huy and Thanh travelled to the Adelalde
Superdrome with their coach Terrence Fer-
nandez, a multiple national champlon and
past shadow Olympic team member

Topage 75
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First in course: HSC ward winners from around the state. = ;i n,_.m,e: Geoff Jones
By Kirstie Chlopicki 3 g— L

THE patience of Year 12 students has been rewarded, with
the release of their HSC results and subject rankings.

More than 75, 000 students sat their exams this year, but
just 105 students received first in course awards. :

Demi To from Canley Vale High School and Lam Ngoc
Tuyen Pham from Cabramatta High School received first
in course awards this year.

The award acknowledges the highest-achieving student
in a given course. :

Demi earned herfirst in course for her retail services
examination, while Lam received a first in Vietnamese
continuers. g

Education Minister Adrian Piccoli said that to come first ;
in any course is an achievement that students should be g
proud of. : High achiever: Demi To.
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Cabramatta igh School Class of 2014

gratulations to all of out students for their excellent results in the HSC

As cant numbe udents scored over 90 for their ATA would also like to

acknowledge the following outstanding ac hievements

Jasmine NGUYEN Quang Huy DO ~ SheliaLAM LeThanh DatTonyDO
98,95 » Dux 2014 98.7 ‘ oA 98.5 ‘

High Performing Students

Lam Ngoc Tuyen PHAM ¢ Le Thanh Dat Tmy DO [ HuaThienTulE | Cindy Nguyen
1st in State in 3rd in State Vietnamese 4th in State in 3rd in State in
Vietnamese Continuers Continuers 8 Vietnamese Continuers 88 _ Hospitali

- .‘\-\-\ heuna

ngoeng and

caticn

CABRAMATTA HIGH SCHOOL
Principal: Elizabeth Godwin
Address: Aladore Avenue, Cabramatta NSW. 2166

PH: 9726 2424 ¢ FAX: 9726 4282 ;
Website: http://www.cabramatta-h. schools nsw. edu au
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Waratahs pass tlps  about life to students

By I(irsﬂe Chilopicki

GABRAMATIA High School
students had a rare experi-
ence last week when they
played a game of rugby with
three members of the NSW
Waratahs,

Bernard Foley, Sekope Kepu
ind Tagele Naiyaravoro vis-
ited the school on Friday to
meet with the seniors and
have a squad versus school
match.

The players also answered
students’ questions and tal-
ked about their life experi-
ences, including training,
using social media and deal-
ing with negativity.

The trio advised students to._
have belief in themselves,
surround themselves with
positive people and remem-
ber the value of preparation
and doing work at home.




NSW Waratah players Bernard Foley,

ENTS from '-_C:abra-
matta Hij School were

Sekope Kepu and Tagele
Naiyaravoro dropped in to
throw the ball around and
chat about how much com-
mitment was involved to
have a professional sporting
career. i
Teacher Marsha Maras-
inghe said the students ap-

Sekope Kepu and Taqele Naiyaravoro visited Cabramatta High School. Picture: JONATHANNG

Students enjoy Waratahs’ lessons

preciated hearing abouf

‘both the physical and men-

tal training proi,‘essional
players undergo.

“For them it was a bit of a
reality check about how
much work it actually takes
to go out and play a game,”
she said.,

“For the kids it wasnice to
have high performance ath-
letes have a chat as if they

- were part of the team.”

Afterwards the players
went out to the oval to per-
form some drills with the
students and played a short
game. :




/
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Scholarship secrets

Clarissa Bye

YEAR 12 students wanting
to study at university should
begin investigating scholar-
ship options as soon as poss-
ible, says young Cabramatta-

student MaiLe.

The 18-year-old Imows
what she’s talking about —
she’s been awarded a $30,000
scholarship from Sydney
University to study a Bach-
elor of Commerce. -

Ms Le, who completed her
HSC at Cabramatta High

School last year, said she

was thrilled to be selected
for the merit-based award.
She had to pass a five-
stage selection process, in-
cluding several interviews
and undertake community
work. Ms Le spent her
school lunch hours raising

money for Red Cross and

selling food. She also volun-
teered at a kindy to help
youngsters read and write.

All the extra-curricular
activities have paid off, with
the scholarship helping pay
for textbooks, living expens-
es and transport costs.

“] knew I wanted to do
commerce for a very long
|| time, since Year 8,” Ms Le
said.

“Thisis my dreamandI've
already bought my text-

Mai Le has won a scholarship fo Sydney University-

THE PROGRAM

Insplred by Businessis
designed to recognise and
support talented youngsters
from disadvantaged
communities

DETAILS: 3 :
sydney.edu.au/scholarships

‘books, I'm so very happy.

It’s a fantastic opportuni

Ms Le, who made the Dis-
tinguished Achievers List
for Business Studies and Ad-

vanced English, said the uni-
versity would also give her
more academic support, in-
cluding weekly sessions
with mentors.

Ms Le said Year 12 stu-

‘dents should begin thinking

early about applying for
scholarships.

“Do your resume now,”
she said. “They get thou-
sands of applications, so
make sure you submit a re-
sume that stands out. It’s
worth it.”



1915- CELEBRATING OUR'ANZAC HEROES - 2015

Two lives

years apart

Cabramatta High School captain
Timothy Lam and World War |
Private Gordon Bede Brennan
10 ion but their lives
k back to honour




GORDON BED -
BORN: 190 DE BRENNAN, 18

i de Brennan enlj

T S G enlistedatage 18
i Ng‘zr::grcement of the Army lgtg

B Before the war he I
worked as a carter, 3
;rea Was predomina

lives

WE hornour an 18-year-old soldier who
signed up for duty a century ago and

COURAGE in the face of
fear, endurance under ex-
traordinary conditions.
Canley Vale’s Private
Gordon Bede Brennan spent
just a year in uniform in
‘WWI before being killed in
France in 1916, but his story
exemplifies the qualities
that define the Anzac spirit.
The 18-year-old soldier’s
sacrifice is a world and a
century away from the daily
concerns of Cabramatta
High School captain Tim-
othy Lam, 17, who dreams of
becoming a heart surgeon.
Timothy learnt about
Anzac Day from school ser-
vices. This year he will at-
tend his first dawn service at
Cabravale Memorial Park,
taking the school leadership
team along.
“I think students these
days, they don’t put much

OM: CANLEY VALE

erl9, 1915

lveq in Canley Vale and
'tatime when the Fairfield
ntly rural, with farms, vine-

discuss the Anzac spirit with a present-day
teenager. Rosaline Walters reports.

thought into it or war ... tak-
ing the peacefulness for
granted,” he said.

“I'm really against war ...
there can be other ways of
settling things without hav-
ing people dying.”

Private Brennan, who

‘would later die in battle con-

ditions that contemporary
journalist Charles Bean de-
scribed as the worst ever en-
countered by the Australian
Army, enlisted in Casula in
November 1915 just months
after he came of age.

He lived with his father
Charles in Canley Vale, and
worked as a carter, trans-
porting goods, at a time
when the region was filled
with dairy farms, orchards
and market gardens.

Private Brennan’s war

‘ lam writing to
askif you think it

possible for me to

obtain any of (his)

personal belongings.

- Private Brennan's sister

was a short one. He left Syd-
ney in March 1916 and

_ trained in Egypt before ship-

ping to France and being
killed in an attack near Flers
almosta year after enlisting.

LEST WE FORGE

WHAT: The names -
Australian who died in WWI
are being projected on to tf
facade of the Hall of Mem
‘atthe AustralianWar
Memorialin Canberra -~ |
WHO: Canley Vale's Private
Gordon Bede Brennan's name

on il e ay 26

Visit awm.gov.au

He was buried nearby, in




LIFE IN 2015

“T

Timothy, who studies
from 8pm to lam every day,
finds it difficult to imagine
Private Brennan's life,
which was full of hard physi—
cal labour. “When I was
studying history, I would
often imagine myselfthere,”
Timothy said. “In the tren-
chesor ... in the ships.

“But then I also imagine
the fun they might have had.
The games they played and
the camaraderie they had
for each other.”

‘ ‘I alsoimagine

thefunthey
mighthave had. The
games they played and
the camaraderie.

Private Brennan would

not recognise Timothy’s fav-
ourite way of relaxing on
weekends — watching mov-
ies online — but the: he
wouldn’t recognise emn-q
matta either. i
Although Italian and Bal:

The Crescent in Fairfield. Itis said to be eithera patr[nd: par\-- >
ade in support of the allied troops or a vic!nry parade cele-
brating the end of the conflict.

Source: FAIRFIE

ticmigrantshaﬂbeguntoar—-
rive in Cabramatta by
the area was still over-
whelmingly white. With
blue eyes. and fair hair, Pri.

BNIE

Now, 303 per cent. quab—
ramatta’s residents are of
Vietnamese ancestry, 29.6
per cent Chinese and 8.8 per
cent Khmer. Born to Viet-
namese migrants, Timothy
is typical of the area today.

After Private Brennan's
death, his father Charles Jo-
seph retreated to his Canley
Vale home, taking some
time off work, and his sister
Aileen sent a letter

ings, she
Records do not show if ahe
received a reply. Private
B ;

dent Timothy Lam, :
:niirulcﬁpﬂm will |ead the school's Anzac serv!
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Leadershl?

By Kirstie Cllloplckl

CABRAMATTA High school stu-
dent Chanleng Reaksmey Suy.

dents

g rogr
brought students who had bi

nominated by their principals for

their leadership potential and
helped them build confidence,

and awareness of social issues.
With English as

guage, Chanle

matta High through the Intensive

English Centre and said the

into her options for the future.
“T am very grateful; I just can't

chance to be able
to be selected,” she
“We did so many thmgs, each
session was full of fun and showed
us how organised leaders are.
ol got information bout select-
jects and university

s related to different jobs

and I found it interesting to learn
about the business industry.”

. Throughout the course of the
program, students were intro-
duced to female leaders includ-
ing principal of the Women's
College at Sydney University Dr
Amanda Bell, Clare Kelly from the
Foundation for Young Australi-
ans, Head of Fixed Income at UBS
Anne Anderson, and Professor of
Media at Macquarie University
Catherine Lumby.

was one of only 50 year 11 stu-

new skllls, business knowledge

academy gave her a good insight :

believe that I was given the

Chanleng is still deciding what
career she would like to pursue
after graduation, but said the
experience had given her new
confidence.

She thanked her school for the
opportunity.

“The most impertant thmg il

have learnt from the experience

was how to go after your dream

Leader: Chanleng Reaksmey Suy was selected for.the Young Women's Leadership Academy,

job — everything from picking the
right subjects to writing a
resume, practnsmg interview:
skills and gaining the confidence
to do it,” she said.

“T'd love to have a job that
involved working with people
and helping them in some way.

“I hope students can read this

article and realise that confid-

- for opportunities because you
‘never know where they can take
- you or what you can learn 2

.Piuturu: Simon Bennett

ence is something you can build
and develop.

“I want students like me to feel
confident and put their hand up

Fu-rzm news, nqw_
fairfieldchampion.com.au




By Kirstie Chlopicki

CABRAMATTA High School
students have paid their
respects to the Anzacs with a
wreath laying ceremony and
‘the sounding of the Last Post.

Students attended a special

Students paid respects

assembly with speeches on
the significance of Anzac Day,
as well as choir and dance
performances.

The school also ran Anzac-
themed lessons and activities
for the week including stud-
ies 9f the war poetry of

A= F

Wilfred Owen, making poppy
wreaths and looking at pri-
mary sources.

They were visited by Royal
Australian Engineers’ army
Corporal Ryan Flanders.

m See the gallery online: fair-
fieldchampion.com.au

1
|
ot
t
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Triplets Tam, Khang and Quang Duong, 12, prepare for Year 7NAPI.AN | testing at Cabramatta

Pirtiira: MEI/VRL VA IDE

' Rosaline Walters

- NERVOUS parents and stu-
- dents are preparing for NA-
- PLAN testing this week,
including Cabramatta I-hgh

# | School triplets Tam, Khang,

and Quang Duong.

The 12-year-olds, who are
| in Year 7, said they were all
xcited about sitting the
tests.

“After each exam, it gets a
bit easier,” Tam said.

The brothers have been
completing workbooks in
Preparation for the tests,

Cabramatta High princi-
pal Beth Godwin said par-
ents should not put toomuch
pressure on their children to
achieve the hlghest NA-
PLAN marks.

“We need to remember
that it is one measure of how
students are performing,”
she said.

“Mistakes are sometimes

agood thingasit givesusthe

opportunity to know what o

teach next.”

From Tuesday to Thurs-

‘day this week, students in

Years 3, 5, 7and 9 will sitlan-

PR s LV LN NN

| Triple the excltement before exams

guage, reading, writing and
numeracy tests as part ofthe
national assessment pro-
gram.

Based on last year’s re-
sults, Cabramatta High was
labelled a “high perform-
ing” school by the NSW De-
partment of Education, and
was listed as one of the top
300 schools in Australia for

numeracy growth in Year 9.

Ms Godwin said NAPLAN
testing was a worthwhile
tool to work out what types

ofteaching and learning was
needed at a school. :
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FILMMAKER'S DEBUT ABOUT REGION'S REAL STORIES TO SCREEN AT FESTIVAL

A scene from the feature film
Riz, which will be shown at
the 2015 Sydney Film Festi-
valin June.

Rosaline Walters

A FORMER Cabramatta
High School student, whose

debut film has been chosen
to screen at the Sydney Film
Festival, says the decision
proves to western Sydney
filmmakers  they can
achieve success..

Guido Gonzalez co-wrote

and directed Riz, a film
about a day in the life of a
group of teenagers in west-
ern Sydney, which will pre-
miere at the festival in June.

“My inspiration was to do
a story that showcased the
characters of western Syd-
ney that you traditionally
don’t see on Australian TV,”
he said.

“All the characters are
based on my circle of friends
atthe time.”

Riz was filmed over nine
days with a comparatively
meagre budget of $75,000.

When he learned the
movie had been selected for
the festival Mr Gonzalez
said he was “stoked”.

“I knew how big that was
going to be for the young
,peuple mvolved 2 he saJd

t

“We showed them it was
possible.”

The feature was made
with a crew of 12 young peo-
ple aged 15 to 23 from the
western Sydney region.

“There is a massive inter-
est from young people in the
area in filmmaking,” Mr
Gonzalez said.

The difficulty of ma.kmg
films about western Sydney
is something Mr Gonzalez
knows well.

A child of Chilean immi-

grants, Mr Gonzalez grew up
in Cabramatta and started
making films when he was
18, as part of a community
project.

“I was working for a year
and kind of dreaming about
making films but not know-
ing if it was possible for
somebody from Cabramatta
to make a film,” he said, ~

“When heroin was at its
peak (in Cabramatta) . .. it
was very hard to see the
positive.”

Since then Mr Gonzale;
has worked on four other
films and joined CmouSn
Works, a Casula-based arts
company that tells the sto-
ries of multicultural com-
munities in Western Sydney
and helped create Riz.

His ultimate dream is to
fund an educational pro-

gram or building that would

take ﬁhnma.lnng to western
, allowing | jun
tell the sto-
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NSW Education Minister Adrian Piccoli at the official opening of Cabramatta High's two new buildings.

Pictures: MELVYN KNIPE

School’s facilities in
a class of their own

HI-TECH CLASSROOMS MARK NEW ERA_FOR"CABRAMA'ITA HIGH

Rosaline Walters

STUDENTS can enjoy 10
new classrooms at Cabra-
matta High, after a $7.7 mil-
lion development was
opened by NSW Education
Minister Adrian Piccoli.
The classrooms are in one

of two new buildings which -

were unveiled.

Mr Piccoli said the two
buildings contained touch
screen whiteboards and
other state-of-the-art tech-
nology.

“This upgrade will allow

“staff to continue to provide

excellent learning oppor-

=i

Cabramatta High School stu-
dents at the official opening
of the two new buildings.

tunities for students in mod-
ern facilities,” he said.

The new buildings are
stage three of a series of

LEARNING /

WHAT: Cabramatta High has
two new buildings following
$7.7 million in State
Government funding

HOW: A new school building
features 10 classrooms, two
shared learning areas, two
seminar rooms and two
practical activity areas
PLUS: A new administration
block was also built and 11
classrooms refurbished

works, which started in
2010. .

Principal Beth Godwin
said the opening was the day

a dream became areality.

“Education is the way to
the future and that is worth
investing in,” she said.

Ms Godwin also thanked
students and staff for their
patience during the building
works..

“When ... bulldozers and
heavy machinery rumbled
through the school, the rain
flooded our demountable
classroom city and when our
playgrounds became work-
ers compounds the school ...
smiled and continued,” she
said.

“(This) is an opportunity
to say thank you.”
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Articles from the students of Champion Schools 2015

e

CABRAMATTA HIGH SCHOOL :

A CHAMPION SCHOOLS INITIATIVE

By Katrina Trinh
WHEN Cabramatta High
School heard of the

devastating 7.8 magnitude
earthquake in Nepal, they
couldn't wait to lend a
helping hand.

The  students  were
particularly drawn to the
story of an orphanage near
Kathmandu that was in the
process of being built for 20
children.

With the help of the Loof
Foundation, the orphanage
was only a month away from
completion.

Unfortunately, with the
devastating earthquake in
late April, the orphanage
‘was completely ruined.

With the knowledge of the
monsoon  season  fast
approaching, the students of
Cabramatta High School are
urgently working towards
fundraising opportunities to
assist in the rebuilding.

Once Ms Julie Piesse,
Cabramatta High School's
head teacher of science,

Students strive
to assist Nepal

heard of the horrendous
news, she immediately
h preparations.

e gathered more than 40
studculs and 11 |e|u:heri o
raise funds to improve living
conditions in Nepal, and to
complete the orphanage.

This group of students and
staff is determined to make a
difference in the lives of
others who are less fortunate,

a minimum of
$2000 will not stop until
they reach as close to this goal
as possible,

Sdmol captain and member
of this committee Timothy
Lam said; “It's very beauﬂful
seeing people lh]n
caring for others mnSIE
the world we live in today.”

Ms Piesse’s Home of Hope
Committee  decided on
several activities, ranging
from coin collecting, adopt-a-
bear and food festival

The students at Cabramatta

High School are mely
excited 1o work
goal of helping aum

Happy to help: Ms Piesse, Alyssaz Tran, Cassandra Lau and Kylie Kua .

Picture: Jennifer Duvall

Work expenence builds bonds

By Ken

High School’s

TERM two at Cabramatta High
School has been an extremely
busy and successful one for
the students.

With a rare opportunity,
students from years 7 to 12
have been given the chance to
undergo a work experience
program at  Cabramatta
primary school.

The strong bond between-
the two schools has been fur-
ther strengthened, with the
high school students working
in close proximity with the pri-
mary school students.

depmy principal, Janice
Goaden said: “The program
allows students to build their
leadership and work
readiness-skills and it allows
the primary pupils the benefit
of having a teenage mentor.”
The high school students’
involvement with the primary
students is in the form of tak-
ing on the role of the teacher.
Some of the subjects that the
bl A i
s0n; 18
ical Bducaﬂnmlal Media
and and Music.
This program has been an

incredible experience for stu-
dents, to immerse themselves

takf

Top wlen

in a work-style atmosphere By Nita Kong mz& mlulsmdums and
and build on their skills to see ‘were impressed by what they
if teaching appeals to thent. ‘THE second annual Cabramatta High Sdm!

Sandy Nguyen of year 9 said: munhsﬁudnledfur]une 1031&3“\!:!0 The upmmlngshmuswsslmlﬂcamlnenwur«
“Personally Ifind that thework  Diggers. Itwill be a wond their comfort zone. It
experience engages me and | -mmmmm:cﬂmw uoﬂmaaumufoomnum?wndmnmens
thoroughly enjoy getting  Schiool, Cabramatta High Schoal's connection with Cabra-
involved when I'm lhcre With the successful response to the 2014 Vale Diggers.

Teaching is pretty ir showcase, decided that it Danen

As a result of this prugrnm

_students are building positive

working :e]unonshlps with
future Cabramatta High
Snlmul suldems and dev:lnp-

inter
s
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Cabramatta win under-14s

Cabramatta High School
(pictured) won the under-14s
division of the inaugural
Parramatta Girls’ Rugby
League Day last week.

The full list of winners from the
day were:

under-10s: Merrylands Public
School

under-12s: Seven Hills West
Public School

under-14s: Cabramatta High
School

under-16s: Merryiands High
School :
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CABRAMATTA

A heroic

effort by
students

CELEBRATING EDUCATION WEEK

Rosaline Walters

CABRAMATTA High stu-
dents are preparing for an
academic marathon during
Education Week, as each de-
partment hosts a series of
scholarly competitions.

Principal Beth Godwin
said that at this year’s Edu-
cation Week the compe-
titions  would revolve
around local heroes.

“This gives us an oppor-
tunity to explore heroes at
many levels ... from parents
tolocalidentities and then to
reflect on heroes on more of
aglobal scale,” she said.

During Education Week
the maths department will
hold a mathematical Who
Wanis To Be a Millionaire?

PDHPE will host an Amaz-

SCHOOLED

WHAT: During Education T
Week schools hold a series
of events celebrating public
education

HOW: This year's theme is
Celebrating Local Heroes
WHEN: July 27-31

| WHO: NSW Education
Minister Adrian Piccali said it
was a time to celebrate the
achievements and successes
of students, teachers and
support staff

ing Race-style obstacle
course and the home eco-
nomics department is chal-
lenging students to create
dishes from a recipe in a
Master Chef-style cook-off.
Science students are pre-
senting reports on heroic

Cabramatta High School students Krisna Souk, 14, Brandon Chea,

Week.

scientists. Year 9 student
Stefan Dukic said he was re-
searching Professor Eliza-
beth Blackburn, who won
the Nobel prize for Medicine
in 2009 for her work on mol-
ecular biology.

“I like being able to find a
reasonable and logical ex-
planation as to why certain
things happen the way they
do,” he said.

Ms Godwin said that Edu-
cation Week showed that

one of the strengths of public
education was how it con-
stantly reviews its teaching
practices.

“We don’t rest on our
achievements but we use
achievements to continually

14, Stefan Dukic, 15, and Kim Le, 15 prepare for Education
Picture: MELVYN KNIPE

grow and move forward,”
she said.

“Public education does
not discriminate. It ensures
that education is a right for
all, not just those that are
privileged.”
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Cabramatta schools
unite in sweet harmony

By Kerriann Hellier

CABRAMATTA High School recently teamed
with Cabramatta West and Cabramatta public
schools in a grand performance of dance and
music.

Cabramatta High School music teacher
Parren Abbott co-organised the concert for the
second year in-a row in an effort to display
students' talent.

“Other schools I've worked at put on
concerts and they weren't doing it here so we
decided to put one on;’ he said.

Mr Abbott said the idea stemmed from
taking a ukulele group to one of the primary.
schools.

Almost 200 students participating in the
concert and about half were primary-school
students.

This was the first year the primary school has
peen included although the schools have
previously united for multicultural days,
including Peace Day.

“It's nice to get among the community and
let them see what we do and to promote music
to the kids,” Mr Abbott said.

“For a ot of them, it’s the first time they have
performed in front of a community.

“| think music teaches children timing,
dexterity and valuable life skills.

“A musical instrument is also something you
can play by yourself at home:"

Many of the students started rehearsing
once a week for a term before the perform-
ance. . -

“It was a great night,” Mr Abbott said. -

“The actual evening was the easy bit
because it all happens.

“It's the lead-up that takes the time butthe
students did very well indeed.

“It really was another fantastic event’

Right: Cabramatta students rehearse in the
lead-up to a recent combined schools’
performance. * Pictures: Simon Bennett
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Disaster relief: Students Changleng
Reaksmey Su and David Hang from
Cabramatta High School have raised
funds for the people of Nepal.

Students help
quake victims

CABRAMATTA High School stu-
dents have dug deep to help fund
disaster relief for those recovering
from the earthquakes in Nepal.

- During second term the students
formed a leadership team with
teachers and organised a number of
fundraising events, including a pop-
up shop of donated items, guessing
competitions, food fest, gold coin
donations and barbecues.

/

Head science teacher Julie Piesse

raised school support to help vic-
tims of the earthquakes after two
buildings of a Home of Hope
orphanage for young children were
destroyed.

The school set a target of $2000
and last week announced they had
raised more than $6000.
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KYLIE GILLIES .
visiting students at
Cabramatta High School.
- Bec, Hurstville
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Frank (centre).

! Clarissa Bye

'HISTORY lessons in high

' school can sometimes seem
abit musty and far removed,
but not for the students of
Cabramatta High.

Year 9 students were cap-
tivated by a visit from World
War II and Korean War vet
Ken Frank.

Mr Frank, who turns 90 on
August 26, spoke at a packed
lecture about war.

Teachers-say it was the
first time Someone had held
the attention of students for

Students Jinglong Chen and Kim Le, both 15, with World War Il and Korean War veteran Ken

KOREAN WAR 4

WHAT: The Korean War
began in 1950 when 70,000
soldiers from North Korea
invaded South Korea and
tried to impose communism
WHO: 17,000 Australians
served, of which 340 were
killed and over 1500 were
wounded

so long, so intensely. Mr
Frank served as a wireless
mechanic in the Royal New
Zealand Air Forece in Bou-
gainville and Guadalcanal,

Picture: CARMELA ROCHE

Veteran shares stories

then returned to conflictasa
radio reporter during the
Korean War.

" s He recalled the incredible
amount of technical diffi-
culty required to get broad-
casts back to the public.

“We had to use a tank bat-
tery and it was so heavy it

prequired three men to han-
dleit,” Mr Frank said.

“This was (used) to power
the tape recorders.

“The recorded messages
were then sent back to New
Zealand and broadcast at
home for radio.” ;
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Tribute to mum
an ArtExpress
success story

Kimfong Ly's Mater Matrisis
on display for ArtExpress.

FORMER Cabramatta High
student Kimfong Ly’s
dreams have come true as
his artwork Mater Matris is
Dbeing displayed at the Mar-
garet Whitlam Galleries, at
the University of Western
Sydney, Parramatta.

Mr Ly, 20, said his work
was a homage to his mother,
who died in 2007 from lung
cancer.

“The tree represents my
mum and the landscape rep-
resents my home country,
whichis Cambodia,” he said.

Mr Ly emigrated to Aus-
traliain 2012, and is now tak-
ing a gap year before
starting a Bachelor of Art.

His ‘work is on show for
.| ArtExpress, a display of the
| best 2014 HSC artwork It

Maria Samuelu, Eric Dang and ]ack Bogg.

Law lesson for students

Rosaline Walters

CABRAMATTA  students
have been scared straight by
police at a day of mentoring
at the school.

Teacher Marsha Maras-
inghe said the Year 7 stu-
dents spent the day with
police to learn about the
effect their actions had in

_the real world.

“Ifthey bully each other at
school its dealt within the
school,” she said.

“When they do this.. they

POLICELINKS .~

WHAT: A program where
palice officers talk to
students about how their
actions can turn into crimes
WHERE: Students at
Cabramatta High spent the
day with twa officers, talking
about drugs, peer pressure
and cyber bullying

can start small and how it

can escalate.”
Cabramatta’s Constable

Noel Rayner and Senior

Constable Noel Rayner and Semor COnstabIe Ha SonwithYear7 students Anastasia Malinovic,

Picture: IAN SVEGOVIC

students through lectures
on shoplifting and peer pres-
sure, drugs, alcohol and
cyber bullying. ‘

“Cyber bullying has the
biggest connection to the
kids,” Ms Marasinghe said.

“It tells them what they
need to look out for.”

Students performed role
plays to understand the af-
fect that their actions can
have.

The Police Links program
day ended with a competi-
tive  basketball game

e e e ODS 3



Environment’s on their agenda

By Ken Xaybounheuang

EVERY Friday at lunchtime Cabra-
matta High's Environmental Club,
known as the Enviro Club, gather
to discuss future projects and
potential opportunities.

The main goal of the club is to
promote community awareness
about the environment.

Operated by two teachers and
a committee of more than 25
students, the Enviro Club main-
tains a variety of initiatives such
asa weed killing program, plant-
ation and care of trees within the
school'and a spinach garden.

Kevin Tear, one of the club's
members, said: “It's always fun,
and you feel good when you're
outthere doing things you know
will mean something in the
future”.

The Enviro Club’s passionate
nature is an outstanding example
of the sorts of values presented
by Cabramatta High School |
students.

Stuck to the door of the
meeting room is an inspirational
quote: “The best time to planta
tree was 20 years ago. The
nd best time is now."

Enviro Club: Mr Michael Araco, Johnny Pratthana, Ryan Luu and Ms Deepti Kanti.

Picture: Jennifer Duvall

By Nita Kong

EVERY Wednesday after school,
volleyball training takes place at
Cabramatta High School under
the guidance of Joe Sleiman, an
instructor from Baulkham Hills
Volleyball.

Each lesson seeks to improve the
capabilities of young and eager
volleyball players.

Students are professionally
taught how to execute funda-
mental skills such as serving, spik-
ing, digging and setting through a
series of drills.

Volleyball has yet to become a
prominent sport among Austra-
lian students.

This training scheme provides
an opportunity for students to

become familiar with volleyball as

a sport, to enjoy it individually
and as a team.

The atmosphere on Wednesday
afternoons is highly cheerful, the

amount of fun is endless and the .

activities are challenging.
Students who attend these ses-
sions have become significantly

more confident in their volleyball |

abilities, leading them to under-
take positions on state teams.
Anh Mai from year 8, who is a
part of this training program, said:
“Volleyball is not just a hobby to
me: it has become a part of me.
“Being able to have extra after-
school training for volleyball is an
absolute privilege, while giving
me the opportunity to extend my
abilities and improve my skills.”

Training pays off: William Lai, Ken Tran Robert Phounsavanh, Danny Lo and

Ronny Ek.

Picture: Baulkham Hills Volleyball
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Space camp
trip is out

of this world

By Katrina Trinh

CABRAMATTA High School has offered the
best extra-curricular opportunities for their
striving and serving student body, with the
iStem (Invigorating Science Technology.
Engineering and Mathematics) Space
Camp being just one example.

iSTEM was created in 2010 for like-
mmded scientific students to participate i in

that extend
engagement with the school curriculum.

One ofthe most renowned events is the
Space Academy excursion held in
Huntsville, Alabama.

The founder of iSTEM, Ken Silburn, said:
“Overthe pastsix years | have had the
opportunity to meet and share a great
experience with over two hundred teachers:
and students . . . this is a way that | can
share my. experience with others”

Based in America, students are given the
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for an extra-
vagant scientific journey.

From visiting museums to spending a
weekin the NASA Space Camp, this trip

mental demands tha stmnautsface
_ Italso allows students to gain a sense of

m@his experience
Iot of e’f_fgrt in order

Ph id: “It's. somethlng that
'everyone should expenence Going on this
trip requires a lot of money but with the

_ determination and passion you have for

science, the amount doesn’t matter”
Former students, who have previously -

taken partin the program, have described it
 as “memorable and experience”.

The Spi Academy Program is open to
any students from years 9-11. Formore

_information, visit the website:

WWww.spacecamp.com.au.
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Cabramatta High School's Shlvam Saniwkumar Seth, Xena Yan
completing their HSC exams, which began with English on Mon|

gnouvong and Timothy Tan Dat Lam are among 11,910 studentsin the southwest who are
day.

Picture; MELVYN KNIPE

English exam marks start of testing time for students

Rosaline Walters

STUDENTS across Fairfield
have survived the first day
of HSC exams, with some
labelling it “not bad”.

At Cabramatta High
School on Monday, student
Shivam Sanjivkumar Seth,
18, said the English exam
was not as bad as he had
thought it would be.

“But only results will

tell, I guess,” he said.

Both Shivam and fellow
student Timothy Tan Dat
Lam, 18, had been worrying
about the two English pa-
pers the most.

“A heavy burden has been
lifted from my shoulders,”
Timothy said.

“English is not one of my
strengths. I'm more of a
maths person.”

After coming out of the

exam, Xena Yangnouvong,
17, said she was thinking
about changing the way she
studied for her next exams.
“I eould do better if T just
tried harder,” Xena said.
There are 11,910 students
enrolled in the HSC in Syd-
ney’s southwest this year,
many hoping for marks high
enough to enter university.
Timothy aims to study
medicine at UNSW, and

wants to be a heart surgeon.

Shivam wants to take a
Bachelor of Commerce at
the University of Sydney,
and Xena hopes to study con-
struction and property man-
agement at UTS.

With Timothy and Shiv-
am not finishing until Octo-
ber 27 and 28, and Xena
finishing on October 30, all
three students have a long
month ahead of them.

.| @ The three most popular

HSC 2015

B The exams finish on
Wednesday, November 4
with a visual arts exam

B Results will be released
from 6am on December 16

elective courses are maths,
biology and business studies
SOURCE: Board of Studies,
Teaching and Educational
Standards
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Students show their appreciation

Teachers and educational leaders were awarded for their hard work at the Principals Celebration
and Awards Event event last week at Mounties. Representatives from 120 schools across -
Bankstown, Fairfield, Campbelltown and Liverpool attended the event which recognised teachers
who go above and beyond and are committed to improving the field of education.

Students from participating schools, such as Cabramatta High School, were also chosen to
perform on the day to say thanks to their mentors. Pictured is the sohao!:s drumming group.
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Students delighted to host a ea

By Kirstie Chlopicki

SYDNEY Peace Prize winner George Gittoes
was the special guest at Cabramatta High
School’s Peace Day celebrations on Friday.

Students released a flock of doves and rang a
peace bell as part of the event, which is a
chance for students, parents, teachers and the
community to come together and celebrate
success in the area of multiculturalism and
the creation of peace.

Mr Gittoes, who is known for exposing
injustice through art and filmmaking, gave a

speech to the students, answered questions

-and planted a tree in the peace garden.

On the day, students presented Mr Gittoes
with funds they had raised to go towards the
Yellow House Foundation, a sanctuary that
the Peace Prize winner established for artists
in south Afghanistan.

Principal Beth Godwin said the school hon-
oured Mr Gittoes with a display that was col-
ourful, harmonious and creative. “Fifteen
schools came together to hear how one man
strives to bring peace on a global scale
through the arts,” she said.

“Students were amazed at the many coun-
tries that George Gittoes has been to and the
risks he takes to bring peace to troubled
areas.

“He is a very deserving winner of the Sydney
Peace Prize; it was our honour to fundraise
and then donate the proceeds to help him
continue the Yellow House project.”

Students dressed in cultural costumes and
watched performances by other students
before they enjoyed morning tea with the
principal and special guests.

What the students said:

| ‘It was an honour to meet Mr Gittoes and
listen to his experiences and see how he
inspired other people,” Petra Matic, 17, said.
| ‘|t was great to be able to contribute to Mr
Gittoes' Yellow House Foundation with some
fundraising we did over the past few weeks,”

Carlos Guacte, 16, said.

® “We were happy about how well the event
went overall, it was great to be involved,”

Jordan Treloar, 18, said.




/
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CABRAMATTA

Peace-prize artist joins schools’ diversity celebration

Marie Hogg

AT A time of unprecedente‘d :

global terrorism and con-
flict, students from 15
schools stood united in
peace at Cabramatta ngh
Sydney Peace Prize win-
ner George Gittoes joined

tudents at the annual peace
day at the school on Friday
to celebrate the region’s
multlcultural diversity.

The Australian artist was
recently honoured with the
92015 Sydney Peace Prize for
his 45-year-long battle to
expose injustice, confront

violence and promote toler-
ance. 2 >

Principal Beth Godwin

and students welcomed Mr
Gittoes in a colourful dis-
play of culture, harmony
and creativity.

A particular highlight for
me was the bringing togeth-

Pictures: JUSTIN SANSON

er of 60 cultures striving for
peace,” she said. “When
there is so much attention
on war and conflict, learning
about how to create peace
will benefit the future.”
Gittoes addressed stu-
dents and participated in
the release of white doves.

A lion dance was part of the
official welcome.

perform a
traditional dance.

Students

In turn, the students
raised funds for his Yellow
House project — a safe house
for artists in Afghanistan.

“Tt was definitely the most
amazing day of my life and
certainly one of the happi-
est,” Gittoes later wrote to
Ms Godwin. -
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Reaching for the stars

THREE BRIGHT STUDENTS GET
READY FOR SPACE ADVENTURE

Marie Hogg

ORBITING the earth sus-
pended in zero gravity could
be on the horizon for these
three bright students from
Cabramatta High School.

Nita Kong, Katrina Trinh
and Sandy Nguyen have
received sponsorship to
attend space camp at the
United States’ Space and
Rocket Center in September
next year.

The week-long Space
Academy in Huntsville, Ala-
bama, provides hands-on
training for budding astro-
nauts and engineers.

The students will also
learn about the mental, emo-
tional and physical demands
astronauts face in space.

Cabramatta teacher Kim
Catton will accompany the
students.

“It is a once in a lifetime
experience,” Ms Catton said.

But the industrious girls
may not have been able to
embark without the gener-
osity of two local clubs.

Cabra-Vale Diggers and
Cabramatta Bowling Club

SPACE ACADEMY |

CABRA-VALE DIGGERS:
Gave $1000 to each of the
three students i
CABRAMATTA BOWLING
CLUB: Gave $2000 to each
student

WHO: 56 teachers and
students will attend the
Space Academy in Huntsville,
Alabama, each year

sponsored Nita, Katrina and
Sandy’s lofty ambitions.

Nita Kong said she was
overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of the clubs. “It was so
unexpected,” she said.

“I am definitely looking
forward to this rare oppor-
tunity.”

Only 11  Australian
schools participated in the
iSTEM Space Academy Pro-
gram last year — led by
LAZSTA (Metropolitan
South West Science Teach-
ers Association).

The enrichment program
alsoincludes visits to attrac-
tions in South Korea, Los
Angeles, San Diego and San
Francisco.

€abramatta High School students Nita Kong, Katrina Trinh and Sandy Nguyen are on their
way to the United States for Space Camp. Picture: TIM CLAPIN
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By Katrina Trinh

TWICE a week Cabramatta High
School students wake up in the
early hours and race to school to
keep fit and active.

Welcome to Fitness Club, which
is becoming popular across all
grades.

Run by teachers Jonathan
Nguyen and Sophie Le, the club
promotes fitness in the school to

" help maintain student health.

From circuits to interval train-
ing and social games, Tuesday
and Friday mornings can never
come fast enough for students.

This is accompanied by Break-
fast Club to finish a healthy
routine.

Kayla Trinh, a regular attendee
of these sessions, describes Fit-
ness Club “an opportunity for
students to catch up on their
weekly fitness, benefiting their
future”.

Students have found that an
active morning helps them to
perform well during class.

They are attentive and can focus
well during the day.

“I feel that I have also benefited
mentally from it,” says Kayla.

Year 9 student Duy Pham says
he can have fun participating and
it has improved his fitness.

After Fitness Club a healthy
breakfast is provided.

The benefits of this club are

Early risers race off to get fit

Bl @

Getting active: abramatta High School students Sunita Tia, 15, Sophia Beckerie,
15, Gordon Ton, 15, Larry Huynh, 15, Jennifer Vo, 16, Aaliyah Kim, 15.

seen across different areas in the
school, including an enhanced
performance in annual sporting
events such-as cross country.
Student stamina, physical abil-
ity and, most importantly, enthu-
siasm for fitness has also
improved very markedly.

By Nita Kong

AS part of the Australian Business
and Community Network’s 10-year
anniversary, The Song Room
organisation, which creates music
and arts programs for kids, selec-
ted Cabramatta High School as one
of three schools to perform on
October 12.

The students performed John
Farnham's song You're the Voice.

The Song Room is an organisa-
tion that encourages the engage-
ment of youth through creativity.

Cabramatta High School had four
artists — Sandavy Lam, Oscar
Pritchard, Sandy Nguyen and Jes-
sica Huynh — contribute to the
wonderful performance.

Leading up to the big perform-:

Gifted singers strike a real chord

| Very creative:
Cabramatta High
School students
Sandavy Lam, Oscar
Pritchard, Sandy
g Nguyen and Jessica
-~ Huynh.

Sandy Nguyen, a year 9 student

ance, Cabramatta High School stu-  who represented Cabramatta High,
dents attended workshops with said: “This would have to be the best
professionals from The Song Room.  experience I've ever been involved in.

Students involved regarded this It was such a privilege to be able to

opportunity as an experience that perform in front of so many import-

they will never forget. ant guests.”

‘

Your face, your story: One of the participants, Ryan Luu, 15.

Project unlocks
creative talents

By Ken Xaybounheuang

“The opportunity to express oneself
through art and to grow as a per-
son.”

This is what the Forty Faces Pro-
ject, also known as Your Face Your
Story, is all about.

Since 2007, Cabramatta High
School has been taking part and
has once again achieved incredible
results with this year’s program.

Asked about the significance of
the Forty Faces Project, participant
Ryan Luu said: “It is important
because this project features peo-
ple from different backgrounds
and allows you to see the unique
lives of all the individuals.”

The initiative is a result of the
close partnership between Cabra-

matta High School and the Com-

- monwealth Bank of Australia

(CBA).

It sees CBA employees mentor
students selected from digital
media design, visual arts and
intensive English centre classes.

Sculpture, paintings, collages and
photography are created to capture
their stories.

This takes place during work-
shops held at the school, where
mentors and students meet to
share experiences, giving students
insight into life beyond schooling.

They also plan art works in pre-
paration for a city exhibition.

Student participant Stefan Dukic
said: “It is a unique experience that
1 highly recommend ... it has
allowed me to express my creativity
with the proper guidance.”

/



Amy’s met

Rita Rizk

CABRAMATTA West teen-
ager Amy Ngov hopes to
cement herself a spot at uni-
versity after scoring a suc-
cessful HSC mark of 99.

The Cabramatta High
School graduate is one of 38
classmates who scored a
band six, a mark above 90 in
the 2015 HSC.

She said her continuous
hard work throughout the

. year has paid off.

“You’ve just got to think of
the HSC as a marathon
instead of a sprint,” Amy
said. “If you study hard
throughout the year and not
cram everything into one
study period, you’ll be fine.”

The 17-year-old said the
key to a high mark is eight to

" nine hours of sleep a night
and a healthy diet.

“Although studying is a
huge part of getting a good
mark, breaks during study

| and eating right also helps,”
she said. .

“I didn’t miss a meal.”

The school has an after
school centre inside the
library where students get
together to study daily.

Amy said the centre was a
great spot to concentrate

- and share information.

HSC CONGRATULATIONS

o

it

Cabramatta High School HSgraduate Amy Ngov says breaks during stu

/

hod a success

dy periods are important to stay focused.

BAND SIX SCORER SHARES STUDY TECHNIQUE

“We would all get together
and just assist each other
where we could. I found that
really helpful because we
could ask teachers gques-
tions and they’d help us,”
she said.

After 13 years of study,
Amy is looking forward to
studying either medicine or
optometry this year.

“My parents are Very
proud of me and that makes
me happy,” she said.

' Cabramatta High School .

had 179 students complete
their HSC last year.

Amy advised students in
stressful situations to find
out what study method
works best for them.

m Canley Vale High School

ranked 115 among NSW
schools.

m Of the 201 students who
completed their HSC, 156
scored band 6 results — a
mark of 90 and above.
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Congratulations to all of our students for their excellent results in the HSC.
A significant number of students scored over 90 for their ATAR.
We would also like to acknowledge the following outstanding achievements.

Amy NGOV Cindy THAI Kylie HUYNH

98.75 98.35

‘Sok Haing PHORK
98 in Advanced Maths

Richgena LOR
95in

(Agceleratad) : e Ara%';ga:?:ﬁers K_ofeap Continuers
L e TR

Safaa Hadi Hashim
AL JEBORI

e Accelerated Maths Advanced—students in Year 11 completed -thé HSC
e Unprecedented high number of students received early university offers
o Congratulations to the 80% of students moving on to tertiary studies -

In 2015 Cabramatta High School continued to
maintain its status as a High Performing School.

1 :-CABR_AMA'ITA HIGH SCHOOL
Principal: Elizabeth Godwin i il
Address: Aladore Avenue, Cabramatta NSW 2166
PH: 9726 2424
Website: http:/www.cabramatta-h schools.nsw.edu.au
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SCHOLARSHIP
AIDS STUDIES

TWO recent graduates have

received $10, 000 scholar-
. ships from Mounties Group
' to go towards their univer-
- sity education. Winners Ju-
 lia Nguyen from St John's
" Park High School and Kylie
. Huynh from Cabramatta
' High School will study at
| the University of Sydney.
| Kylie has chosen a Bachelor
. of Speech Pathology and
- Julia will study Commerce
- and Arts.

/
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THE JON | KNEW WAS
A TRUE SUPERSTAR

" CRAI
BENNETT

ith his dis-
tinctive rac-
coon  eyes,
wild mane of
chestnut
hair and
captivating,

“Jon English was Aussie rock
royalty, absolutely.

The kid from London who

‘arrived in Australia by ship

in the original Aus
duction of Jesus Christ Super-
star. And he is dead. Only 66.

He was getting set to travel
to Sweden to record his next
album — he was a bone-fide
superstar in  Scandinavia.
There were even hushed
whispers he might collaborate
with Russell Crowe.

In what was to be Jon'’s last
national TV interview, on
Studio 10 last month, the al-

raspy voice °

ways deliciously candid enter-
tainer told me he was terrified
of that JCS audition, reluc-
tantly attending, convinced
he'd never make the cut.

Instead, his vast talent and
charisma saw him nab a lead-
ing role he made his own.

“I honestly never thought
T'd make it in showbiz I
wanted to, but some-
where in my mind I
figured my lot in life
was to become a very
frustrated  school
teacher,” he told
me. ‘A

look is me, its
no act.

“ That’s
why in
my early

years | was
invariably = cast in shows
like Division 4 and Homicide
as a drug-crazed axe-murder-
ing hippie.”

Instead Jon's star soared
and he did it all, recording
more than 20 albums and hit
songs around the world:
Hollywood Seven, Words Are
Not Enough and Turn The
Page. He co-wrote Six Rib-
bons— and if you listen to the
lyrics there’s only five ribbons.

He became an unexpected
musical theatre darling, star-
ring in shows like The Pirates
Of Penzance, Spamalot,
HMAS Pinafore and The Mi-
kado. His audiences always

hanker for more. On the small
screen he landed a Logie for
his role in the mini-series
Against The Wind.

He flashed his
comedy chops in f
the sitcom All |
Together Now,
playing ageing
rocker

Bobby
Rivers, op-
< posite Rebecca
Gibney and Steve Jacobs.

“The thing about doing a
sitcom is you quickly learn
not to bump into the furni-
ture. I loved All Together
Now. The out-takes were so
hilarious we were gifted them
as Christmas presents.”

As an entertainment re-
porter for the past 30 years,
you meet many greats of stage
and screen. Few celebs shone
brighter than Jon English,
and he never took an acting
or singing lesson. He was the
real deal, one of the nicest
guys in the biz, a fervent Par-
ramatta Eels supporter and
he loved a cold beer on a
hot day.

Away from the show-
biz shimmer, Jon studied
English literature, loved
Shakespeare, was

incredibly insightful

and articulate,
cooked a
comfort-
ing strogan-
off, mastered a
mean potato salad with Greek

yoghurt dressing, loved living
on the NSW north coast and
became a champion to the
Tassie Devils, raising aware-
ness and funds toward a cure
for the deadly devil facial
tumour disease.

Jon had his demons — he
told me about his past battles
with depression and the bot-
tle, which, he said, contribut-
ed to the collapse of his 37-
year marriage to high school
sweetheart Carmen Sora.

Almost two weeks ago Jon
underwent a check-up on his
ribs. To the shock of family
and friends, it was discovered
he'd suffered a serious aortic
aneurysm. A simple surgical
procedure involving a stent
would correct the aneurysm.
Jon underwent surgery in a
Newcastle hospital on Wed-
nesday, as his family — ex-
wife Carmen and their four
children Jessamin, Josephine,

Jon English (left), and (above) with journalist and friend
Craig Bennett. Main picture: AAP

C

Jonnie and Julian — waited |
anxiously for a positive out-
come. At 4:18am Thursday
morning | received an SMS
from Jon's devoted partner
and manager, Coralea Cam-
eron, her heart in a million
pieces, advising of Jon's dey-
astating passing. The surgery
was supposed to be routine.
The news was beyond
shocking. Three weeks ago we
were huddled together on a
Valentine’s Day  cruise
around Sydney Harbour, as
Jon belted out his hit songs
along with another Aussie
rock legend, Peter Cupples.
Jon English was a one-off,
a never-to-be repeated show-
biz dynamo. To paraphrase
Jon's beloved Shakespeare,
we will never see the likes of

Craig Bennett is a showbiz reporter on

Studia 10 and a dear friend of Jon English.
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Jon English 1949-2016

Rock or G&S:
it was all in
this English

history

fJon English had concen-
trated on just one aspect of
his energetic assault upon

lesson

Mikado, H.M.S, Pinafore and, most
memorably as the rapacious Pirate
King in The Piratesof Penzance

his place inthe upper echel-
ons of our cultural fabric would be
assured. That he hurled himself,
from his teens, into every creative
enyironment that came his way or
tookhis fancy established him over
decades as an almost cyclonic force
of breadth and diversity. Hiswasa
constant and reliable presence.

He came at usinarush, witha
cracking humour to match his en-
thusiasm, as aroaring pub rocker
andbandleader; a prolific and
highly successful recording artist;
astage actor in everything from
rock operas to Gilbert & Sullivan
operettas torollicking mainstream
musicals to David Williamson dra-
mas; a television star and host;a.
record producer; and evenasan
ambassador for a Save the Tas-
manian Tiger breeding program. It
has been said that those spuninto
his orbit had no desire to escape.

Jonathan James Enghsh horn

(whichhe deli: d on stage more
than1000 times).

For allhis theatrical flair he
could not be separated from the
rock and soul of his childhood and
from hislove of performing in
grimy pubs and beer barns with
the Jon English Band, the Foster
Brothers, Duck, Pulsar, Baxter
Funt and his old comrades Sebasti-
an Hardie.

From his debut 1978 solo album
Wine Dark Sea and its sequel [t's
Alla Game, English proved tobe a
formidable chart star, witha
string of memorable hits, brood-
ingintheir intensity - Handbags
and Gladrags, Turn the Page, Holly-
wood 7, Behind Biue Eyes, Words
arenot Enough, Get Your Love Right
and Hot Town - that would find
their way toa top five double “best
of " album English History.

The most successful hit, recor-
ded with Sebastian Hardie's leader
Marm M]Llo,was thelilting Six Rib-

March 26,1949, d public imagin-
Eirosiii England Bndarnved i only mAnaLmha but
in Australia, acr Englishhad

Janet, Jeremy and Jill, in the wake
ofa father whose job with KLM air
cargo divisionlanded the ra:mlym
Sydney. Thel

been a familiar face on the small
screen before that series, turning
up in !.he likes of Matiock Police,

ted by the British pop explosion,
hisenthusiasm becoming manic
‘when Janet took him to Sydney
Stadium tosee the Beatles in 1964.
He laughthlmselfpmnomth a

d Ckappﬂr .Squd There
with

A

was adrug-
piercing eyes, that he perfected for
such parts, with him once tossing
off: “Tean’t helpitifIlooklike T
could axe murder my mnther[“

lmms continued well mto the ’805 =
withsuch

Left: Jon English
and Mario Millo
receive their gold
records for the song
Six Ribbons. Rig|
English with Marcia
Hines. Both
appeared in Jesus
Christ Superstar.

ded in England with the London
Symphony()rchestm and London

the Storm, Inroads, Bmmg the
Boards, Jokers & Queens (with

ofbassand His familiarity with Marcia Hines), Some People, Dark
at Cabramatta High School formed  paid off when he tasth The d
aseries of band! i haple {rocker  ingrockrespect.

the
lead singer of the Sebastian Hardie
Blues Band, who would evolve into
the internationally regarded sym-
phonie progressive outfit Sebasti-
an Hardie.

Ayear below him was Carmen
Sora, whom he marriedin 1969 at
age 20. When impresario Harry M.
Miller; fresh from success with
Hair, brought the rock opera Jesus
Christ Superstarto Australia, he and
director Jim Sharman auditioned
some 2000 applicants for the role of
Judas Iscariot, handing the plum
Jjobtothe migrantkid from Cabra-
‘matta. Lyricist Sir Tim Rice has.
said “Twill always be grateful to him
for his original and powerful inter- !

|

pretation ofthe role.”

English would play Judas for
more than 700 performances, re-
turning to the musical in 2012 fora
stint as Pontius Pilate. In the years.
that followed he would be seenin
Ned Kelly, Bucchoi, Rasputin, Big
River, Noises Off, A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum,
Are You Being Served?, Dad’s Arm
Hairspray, Spamalot and

Bobby Riversin All Together Now,
alongside Rebecca Gibney, which
ran formore than 100 episodes.

He was cast as the malelead in
the 1980 film Touch and Go and also
notched up rolesin the film Walk
the Talk and was seen as Old Troy
in the 2008 children's series Time
Trackers.

A portrait of him, by Danelle
Bergstrom, won the Archibald’s
Packing Room Prize. English’s run

In1974 English had co-written,
with Roy Ritchie, the ballet
Phases, which was performed by
the NSW Dance Companyat
Sydney Opera House.

He had long harboured a fascin-
ation for Trojan War mythology
and by 1990 had worked with ex-
patriate record producer David
McKay on his own rock opera Paris
(Prince of Troy).

h { k albuin, recor-

as
Barry Humphnes, Demis Roussos,
John Waters, Philip Quast and Doe
Neeson of the Angels, won him and
McKay a1991 ARIA Award. It was
toEnglish’s considerable regret
thathe was not able to seriously
mount the musical onstage.

Over the past decade English re-
created the pubrock of his early
years, fronting versions of The
Rock Show at venues such as
Sydney’s State Theatre, witha
string of promising young per-
formershe cameupon ata mu:m

Rolling Stones, Elton John, Bob
Dylan, Led Zeppelin and their con-
temporaries.

In 2012 he was at the Swedish
Rock Festival backed by hard rock
band Spearfish. At around the same
time he took to the stage playing the
lead in The Remnovalists. The con-
trasts, of course, did not appear to
coneern him for a moment.

Performers who had worked clo-
sely with him, such as John Paul
Young; spoke of his capacity to take
on anything and make it work. All

EIC ﬁ'om an a.rmyuf ‘the rockers
him - The Who, The

marvelled at hi lity, with Tan
‘Meldrum observing that “he never
had abad word to say about any-
thing and nobody had a bad word
tosay about him”, He claimed as
“passionate” his devotion to Parra-
‘matta and Fitzroy football clubs.
Amainstay of Australian enter-
tainment for more than 50 years,
Jon English was in the midst of his
customary busy schedule of
hooked shows whenhe had com-
plications from heart surgery fol-
lowing a fall. He died, two weeks
short ofhis 67th birthday, surroun-
ded by his family. He is survived by
his first wife, Carmen, his present.
partner and manager Coralea
‘Cameron, his siblings and his chil-
dren Jessamine, Josephine, Jonnie

M THCAT AR
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THE tale of Jon English par-

ading around Cabramattg.

passed into local folklore,

butit’strue,
The man himself recount-
ed itto the current principal,

Beth Godwin, reoeqﬂywhen__

he visited the sch

while
making his episode of Aus-

tralian Story.

“It was his final day at
school, as T understand it,”
she said.

“He paraded ina purple bi-

kini for all to see. Heactua]ly-

‘went on top of a building.”

English died last Thurs-
day after a complication
from an operation, leaving
the Cabramatta community
in mourning.

“We spent afew minutes of
our assembly on Monday
paying tribute to him,” Ms

Performer Jon English. Right, tributes to the legend.
Godwin said. “We were

privileged to have him, this
Australian icon, as one of
our Alumni.”

The school will run a full
tribute to the legendary per-
former on Friday, including
students performing one of
his songs.

“I'have had a flood of calls

from former students and

teachers since the end of last
week,” Ms Godwin said.
At the age of 12, English

_emigrated to Australia in

1961 with his parents and
three siblings.
Several members of the
family still reside in the area.
Atschool, he was involved

in drama and musicals and
played in the school’s first
grade rugby and basketball
teams.

He returned to the area

oftentoplay.mthma,nyof. B

our readers attending con-

peﬁs in Guildford and Grey-

stanes.
- Neetd City manager Bren-

‘dan Sheedy and Fairfield
Chamber of Commerce

president Vince Movizio
added their floral tributes to
the ‘Faces of Fairfield’ pillar
outside the shopping centre.

“We decided to place flow-
ers at the ‘Faces of Fairfield’
of Jon English at the front of

-the Neeta City Shopping

Centre,” Mr Sheedy said.

“Hopefully his legacy isan
inspiration to the young
children of the region so they
too can realise their dreams
and one day become enter-
tainers.”

FACEBOOK
MOURNS
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IN MEMORY: Jon English standing beside the Faces of Fa T
away on Wednesday surrounded by friends and family.

irfield plinth on Smart Street in 2011. The entertainer passed

Singer—songwriter Jon E‘hglish' dead

SINGER-songwriter Jon Eng-
lish has died aged 66 after
suffering post surgery com-
plications.

~ The Cabramatta High
School graduate is im-
mortalised as one of the
‘Famous  Faces' featured
on a a plinth outside Neeta
Shopping Centre on Smart

Street. When the plinth was
installed in 2011, Mr English
said that compared with his
Logie and ARIA awards, be-

Ing a Face of Fairfield was “a

bit more important”

“It's really lovely, really
nice to be recognised in
yotir home town” he told
the Champion five years ago.

“I have a lot of very happy
memories of my boyhood
here, when the live music
scene was really turning out
great local bands and local
talent; that’s what we need to
bring back in Australia, the
live music seene””

Online  wibutes  have
poured in for the well loved

entertainer, who broke into |
the industry through his role |
as Judas in Jesus Chris Su
per Star.

“An amazing entertainer,
performer and rock icon, |
Fairfield City mayor Frank
Carbone said. “Our thoughts
are with his family at this
sad time.”

|



Fairfiel

- Advance

Wednesday,
March 16, 2016

Frances Sacco

SPENDING of Gonski fund-
ing to support students out-
side school hours has been
credited in helping Canley
Vale, Cabramatta and Fair-
vale high schools achieve
success in Naplan testing.
The schools, within walk-
ing distance of each other,
have been named by the
Australian Curriculum, As-
sessment and Reporting
Authority as being among
the best performers based
on Naplan results improve-
‘ment between 2013 and 2015.
Cabramatta High deputy
principal Dave McEwan
d the school's Year 9
scores showed
_improvement

Support work after hours leads to Naplan improvement

edu.au

congratul ment
»Tofind ‘out more about your school's reslts, vut
“myschool.

since 2009, jumping from a
minus 10to a plus 4.9, above
the state average in 2015.

Fairvale High reported its
‘best result in Year 9 writing,
an improvement of 10 points
since 2014.

Canley Vale made the list
for improving in both read-
ingand numeracy.

Fairvale principal Kath-
leen Seto said targeted sup-
port for the students across
the three schools made poss-
ible by Gonski funding,
played a large role in the
success.

“We have a homework
centre, a senior and junior
learning centre during study

periods when teachers who
can support them are on
duty,” Kathleen Seto said.
“It's amazing what a little bit
of extra help can do.”

Each school also has a
breakfast clubfunded by the
community.

Canley Vale High School
principal Pete Rouse also
paid tribute to the commun-
ity surrounding the schools.

“The students are often
from a family that has mi-
grated to Australia,” Mr
Rouse said. “They value
education and the parents
are supportive.”

Despite doing well, the
schools said they did not
aim their teaching at Na-
plan results, rather using
the test to target weak-

d Gonski funds hailed a big
part of schools’ success

nesses in their programs.

“It's a great diagnostic
tool,” Mr Rouse said.

The results are also used
to give students individual
feedback.

“Students love feedback,
they crave it,” Mr Rouse
said. “They do want to know
what they’re not doing
well.”

The principals also ac-
knowledged their Naplan
improvements would not be
possible without the hard
work of many dedicated
teachers.

Our Lady of The Rosary
Primary School in Fairfield
was also on the list of pri-
mary schools commended
for its improvement.

7 Read More page 22




-~

“Fairfield City Champion

Wednesday, March 23, 2016

CABRAMATTA High School
students paid tribute to
former student and singer
songwriter Jon English with a
ceremony on Monday.

An outdoor assembly was

held on the day which in-
cluded a speech by the prin-
cipal and senior students
who also performed a rendi-
tion of Get Your Love Right.
. Mr English attended the
school from 1963 to 1967
and had a reputation as a
keen sportsman.

He held roles as a school
prefect and house captain,
played basketball and was

d=u

REMEMBER: Students Joanna Qiao, Junior Lese, Steve Lemalu, Lasalo Junior Tuilagi,
Leilani Palepua and Vincy Cuia played a tribute to Jon English. Picture: Chris Lane

awarded the best and fair- He also started his first

FLASHBACK: Jon English.

est award and Athletics Age
Champion in 1966.

band at the school and mar-
ried another former student,
Carmen Sora,

Monday was also Harmo-

- ny Day at the school with the

theme ‘Everyone Belongs!

Students celebrated with
performances and a catwalk
of cultural outfits.

Harmony Day is an initi-
ative by the Australian Gov-
ernment to celebrate diver-
sity and promote inclusive-
ness, respect and belonging.
It coincides with the United
Nations International Day
for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination.

— KIRSTIE CHLOPICKI
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PHEEN

Z AC TRADITION: Cabramatta High students Carlos Guacte, Joanna Qiao, Petra Matic, Jordan Treloar. Picture: Chris Lane

Student art competition respects Anzac legend

"The respect and the un-

WESTERN Sydney students groups formed a committee mittee réturned the students’ Fairfield Mayor Frank Car-
were recognised for theirun- in 2014 to raise awareness of ~artwork, alongwith a bookof derstanding of the Anzactra- hone was also impressed.

derstanding of the Anzacleg- the Anzac tradition. the artwork, and a seedling ditionis quite mind-blowing. “This has been a fantastic
end in a ceremony at Cabra- 41 schools participated from the Gallipoli Lone Pine. "We're not talking about program to ... tell the story of

Vale Diggers club last week.
Fowler MP Chris Hayes,

local RSL = sub-branches,

schools and community

in an art competition on the
theme ‘Not taking peace
for granted:

- On Wednesday, the com-

Cabra-Vale Diggers group
general manager Michael

- Foulkes was delighted by

the response.

Anglo-Saxon Aussies, we' are
talking a multicultural group
of young people from all over
the world,” Mr Foulkes said.

the Anzacs,” he said.
“And that story is who
we are’ Rt
£ — LUCY STONE
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