
Prepared by M.Yang (CHS Literacy Steering Committee, 2021) 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
HSC Minimum Standard Tests 

 
A RESOURCE FOR PARENTS 

 
 
  
 
 

 

  Cabramatta High School 
Excellence | Innovation | Opportunity | Success 



Prepared by M.Yang (CHS Literacy Steering Committee, 2021) 2 

 
 
 
 
What is the HSC minimum standard test?  
HSC minimum standard is an exam that you take to 
demonstrate literacy and numeracy skills that you need to 
be successful in everyday life after school. You are 
required to show a minimum standard of these skills to 
receive the Higher School Certificate (HSC).  
 
What is in the test?  
The test is comprised of three short online tests of reading, writing and maths for 
everyday life.  
 
When do you take the test?  
You get three attempts a year to pass each of the tests from Year 10. Your school 
will help you decide when you are ready to take each test. To show that you have 
met the HSC minimum standard, you will need to achieve a level 3 or 4 in the 
three online tests of basic reading, writing and numeracy skills. 
 
When will you be exempted from taking the HSC minimum standard test?  
Students do not need to sit the reading, writing or numeracy test(s) if they 
achieved Band 8 or above in the respective 2017 Year 9 NAPLAN test(s) 
 
Note -  From 2020, only students who meet the HSC minimum standards will 
receive a HSC credential. Students do not need to meet the HSC minimum 
standard to:  

§ Study HSC courses 
§ Sit HSC exams 
§ Receive a HSC Minimum Standard Report 
§ Receive an ATAR 
§ Receive a Record of School Achievement (ROSA) 
§ Be accepted into tertiary education  
§ Seek employment opportunities 

 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Facts) 
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There are three separate 45 minute online tests. Students can only attempt each 
test twice in a calendar year in years 10, 11 and 12.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Test Components) 

Minimum Standards – WRITING 
• One response based on a visual or text 

prompt 
• Response of up to 500 words  
• Marked by NESA examiners 

 

Minimum Standards – READING 
• 45 multiple-choice questions 
• Questions are adaptive (become harder or 

easier depending on student’s ability) 
 

Minimum Standards – NUMERACY 
• 45 multiple-choice questions 
• Questions are adaptive (become harder or 

easier depending on student’s ability) 
• Onscreen calculator can be used for 

questions with a calculator picture 
 



Prepared by M.Yang (CHS Literacy Steering Committee, 2021) 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Practice Tests) 

There are three separate 15-minute online practice tests 
 

Practice tests can be taken at any time throughout the year at school.  
 
They can be taken as many times as needed to help get you ready for the 
minimum standard tests. The literacy coordinator at your school can help 
you schedule a date for these practice tests.  
 
There are also demonstration tests on the NESA website that you can access 
from home.  

Did you know? There is a Literacy Steering Committee at your school. 
You can see any of the teachers’ below if you have any questions regarding 
the minimum standards tests.  
 
• Mrs. Walton – Chair of Committee  
• Ms. Yang – Literacy Coordinator 
• Mrs. Nguyen – Year 9 Literacy 
• Mr. Simpson – Year 10 Literacy 
• Mr. Ward – IEC Head Teacher 
• Mr.Pillay – Industrial Arts Head Teacher 
• Ms. Marasinghe – HSIE Teacher 
• Ms. Huynh.26 – HSIE Teacher 
• Ms. Singh – IEC Teacher 
• Ms. Nguyen – English Teacher 
• Mr.Jorgensen – PD Teacher 
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Some students might be eligible for test provisions, such as:  
 

• Breaks in the test 
• Extra time, or 
• Separate supervision 

 
Talk to your school’s Literacy Coordinator or your Year Advisor if you think you 
might be eligible for test provisions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Test Provisions) 
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Once you have achieved the minimum standards tests, you will receive a two-
page report.  

 
 

 
These certificates can be downloaded from Students Online. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Certification) 
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You can access Students Online via this link: https://studentsonline.nesa.new.edu.au  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Students Online) 
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Student Actions Required Eligible for Credential 

Achieves Level 3 in the 
HSC minimum standard 
tests (reading, writing, 
numeracy) before end of 
Year 12.  

Students only have to 
demonstrate they have met 
the standard once. 
Students can choose an 
ATAR or non ATAR pattern 
of study in the HSC.  

 

HSC 
ROSA 
Minimum Standard Report  

 

Achieves Level 3 in one or 
two HSC minimum standard 
tests before the end of Year 
12.  

Students can have up to 5 
years from the start of the 
HSC to sit the 3 HSC 
minimum standard online 
tests to achieve Level 3.  

ROSA 
Minimum Standard Report 
If studying an ATAR pattern 
of study, students can still 
receive ATAR and offer to 
university.  

 
Does not qualify for HSC 
due to ‘N’ determination or 
ineligible pattern of study.  

Sits the 3 HSC minimum 
standard online tests to attain 
a Minimum Standard 
Report.  

 

ROSA 
Minimum Standard Report  

 

Leaves school when 17, 
before the end of Year 12.  

Sits the 3 HSC minimum 
standard online tests to attain 
a Minimum Standard 
Report.  

 

ROSA 
Minimum Standard Report  

 

Leaves school when 17.  Does not sit any of the HSC 
minimum standard tests.  

 

ROSA  

 
 
Note: If you have any questions about future pathways, see your 
school’s Careers Advisor Mr.Pulham. You can find him in the 
Library. 

 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(HSC 2021 and Beyond) 
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HSC Minimum Standard 
(Sample Reading Questions) 
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HSC Minimum Standard 
(Sample Reading Questions) 
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HSC Minimum Standard 
(Sample Numeracy Questions) 



Prepared by M.Yang (CHS Literacy Steering Committee, 2021) 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Sample Numeracy Questions) 
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There are many different text types that you may encounter and compose in the 
HSC minimum standard tests. While all of these forms of text have the written 
word in common, each text type has its unique features and conventions. In 
general, it is helpful to think of the text types in terms of three categories: 
informative, persuasive and imaginative.  
 

 
Informative texts: The main purpose of informative texts is to 
provide information.  
Examples of informative texts: Explanations, information 
reports, procedures, recounts, descriptions, biographies, maps, 
and websites.   

 
 

 
Persuasive texts: The main purpose of persuasive texts is to put 
forward a point of view and persuade the reader, viewer or 
listener. 
Examples of persuasive texts: advertising, debates, arguments, 
discussions, polemics and influential essays and articles.  

 
 
 

Imaginative texts: The main purpose of imaginative texts is to 
entertain readers, viewers or listeners through their imaginative 
use of literary elements.  
Examples of imaginative texts: novels, traditional tales, poetry, 
stories, plays, fiction for young adults and children including 
picture books and multimodal texts such as film.  

 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Text Types) 
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HSC Minimum Standard 
(Writing Sample Question) 

NSW Education Standards Authority 
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Minimum Standard Writing Test  
 

Sample question 
Your answer will be assessed on: 

• relevance of writing to the topic   • structure and sequence of ideas    • control of language 

 
Compose a piece of writing on ONE of the following topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Write a response of approximately 500 words. You have 45 minutes. 

 

 
Smartphones have taken over our lives. 

 

 
Look at the photograph below. 
 

 

Compose a piece of writing about when you 
dared to be different. 
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Task: Discuss and annotate the layout of the writing section.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NSW Education Standards Authority 
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Minimum Standard Writing Test  
 

Sample question 
Your answer will be assessed on: 

• relevance of writing to the topic   • structure and sequence of ideas    • control of language 

 
Compose a piece of writing on ONE of the following topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Write a response of approximately 500 words. You have 45 minutes. 

 

 
Smartphones have taken over our lives. 

 

 
Look at the photograph below. 
 

 

Compose a piece of writing about when you 
dared to be different. 
 

 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Understanding Writing Prompts) 
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Task: Complete all questions below (short answers). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Identifying the Question Type)  

 

NSW Education Standards Authority 
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Minimum Standard Writing Test  
 

Sample question 
Your answer will be assessed on: 

• relevance of writing to the topic   • structure and sequence of ideas    • control of language 

 
Compose a piece of writing on ONE of the following topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Write a response of approximately 500 words. You have 45 minutes. 

 

 
Smartphones have taken over our lives. 

 

 
Look at the photograph below. 
 

 

Compose a piece of writing about when you 
dared to be different. 
 

1. Highlight all the key words in the question. 
 

2. What is the main topic of the question?  
_____________________________________ 
 

3. Which type of writing style should you use to 
respond to this question?  
 
(a) Creative writing         (b) Factual writing 

 
4.  Which text type should you use to respond to 

this question?  
_____________________________________ 

 

NSW Education Standards Authority 
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Minimum Standard Writing Test  
 

Sample question 
Your answer will be assessed on: 

• relevance of writing to the topic   • structure and sequence of ideas    • control of language 

 
Compose a piece of writing on ONE of the following topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Write a response of approximately 500 words. You have 45 minutes. 

 

 
Smartphones have taken over our lives. 

 

 
Look at the photograph below. 
 

 

Compose a piece of writing about when you 
dared to be different. 
 

1. Highlight all the key words in the question. 
 

2. What is the main topic of the question?  
_____________________________________ 
 

3. Which type of writing style should you use to 
respond to this question?  
 
(b) Creative writing         (b) Factual writing 

 
4.  Which text type should you use to respond to 

this question?  
_____________________________________ 
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Reflection  
 

1. After discussing and annotating the sample questions, which one would 
you choose to respond to and why?  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. What type of writing and text type would you use to compose your 
response for the question you chose?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Selecting the RIGHT Question for Yourself)  

 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
________________________________ 
 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
________________________________ 
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POINT 

 Write a topic sentence that introduces the 
main idea of the paragraph. You should 
have ONE point per paragraph. 

EVIDENCE 
 It is important to give evidence (examples) 

to support your point. This can be in the 
form of a direct quote, historical reference, 
or statistics. 

EXPLAIN 

 Explain how the evidence supports your 
point or claim by elaborating (giving details), 
stating how the evidence supports your idea 
or explaining the effects of the evidence. 

LINK 

 The last sentence should strengthen 
(reinforce) your point. Write what you 
want your reader to remember. This is also 
where you can introduce your next point. 

PARAGRAPHS 

Literacy Steering Committee 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Using PEEL in your writing)  
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HSC Minimum Standard 
(PEEL Keyring)  
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PRACTICE QUESTION – Use the template below to plan your response to the following writing prompt.  
Writing prompt: In year 7, students should be expected to complete at least two hours of set homework 
each day.  
Write an argument for or against this position. This essay may be read by the school principal to the 
Parents and Citizens’ Association to represent an opinion of a year 7 student.  

 
Exposition (Argument) Template 

Topic/issue: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Position: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Introduction: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
                        _________________________________________________________________________________ 
                        _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Argument (1) – Point: __________________________________________________________________________ 
                          Example (evidence): ______________________________________________________________ 
                         Explanation: _____________________________________________________________________ 
                                              ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                              ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                             ______________________________________________________________________ 
                        Link: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Argument (2) – Point: __________________________________________________________________________ 
                          Example (evidence): ______________________________________________________________ 
                         Explanation: _____________________________________________________________________ 
                                              ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                              ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                             ______________________________________________________________________ 
                        Link: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Argument (3) – Point: __________________________________________________________________________ 
                          Example (evidence): ______________________________________________________________ 
                        Explanation: ____________________________________________________________________ 
                                              ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                              ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                             ______________________________________________________________________ 
                        Link: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
                     __________________________________________________________________________________ 
                    __________________________________________________________________________________ 
                    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Selecting the RIGHT Question for Yourself)  
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Level 4 

Individuals performing at this level typically produce a broad range of texts using appropriate writing 
conventions, features and grammatical structures. They write appropriately for the audience and purpose 
using logically constructed and coherently linked paragraphs. They select the appropriate formal or 
informal language for the context, and use vocabulary appropriately. They use tenses and complex 
sentences which match the purpose of the writing. They use punctuation accurately and effectively to 
ensure meaning is clear. They accurately spell frequently used words and use strategies to spell less 
familiar words. 

 
Level 3 – HSC minimum standard 

Individuals performing at this level typically produce a range of familiar texts with appropriate 
grammatical structures and writing conventions. They sequence writing to produce cohesive texts and 
vary language to suit the audience and purpose. They use a range of formal and informal language, and 
appropriate vocabulary with increasing precision for the audience and context. They use tense 
appropriately, and simple, compound and some complex sentences. They use punctuation to aid 
understanding. They spell frequently used words with reasonable accuracy, and use strategies to spell 
unfamiliar words. 

 
Level 2 

Individuals performing at this level typically produce familiar texts using simple vocabulary, grammar 
and writing conventions. They recognise that texts have a structure, and begin to sequence their writing. 
They recognise some differences between formal and informal language, and understand that words and 
grammatical choices may change according to the audience and purpose. They write using simple joining 
techniques, and words that indicate time and place. They use action words and simple tenses in simple 
and compound sentences. They generally use simple adjectives, pronouns and prepositions accurately, 
and extend key vocabulary to include familiar words that have personal relevance. They use basic 
punctuation such as capital letters, full stops and commas. They spell words with some variation that 
does not affect the overall meaning.  
Level 1 

Individuals performing at this level typically produce brief texts that convey simple ideas, opinions or 
factual information in very familiar contexts. They recognise that texts have different purposes. They 
demonstrate limited understanding of writing conventions and very limited understanding of sequencing. 
They use basic structures and simple verbs or verb groups with limited grammatical accuracy. They use a 
small bank of words and phrases. They use basic punctuation such as capital letters and full stops, though 
not always consistently. They approximate spelling with some inconsistency and variation. 

 
 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Writing Levels)  
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I acknowledge: 

q that I have read and understood the purpose of completing the HSC Minimum Standard Test. 
q that my child must sit the test and that if any modifications are needed due to a learning disability 

must notify the school, with an official medical diagnosis as early as possible. 
q that if my child is absent during the day of the test, the school will reorganise another session for 

your child to partake in the HSC Minimum Standard test. 
q that depending on my child’s circumstances, test provisions are provided for those who are eligible.  
q that if my child does not pass the HSC Minimum Standard Test, he/she will not receive the HSC 

certificate at the end of year 12 but a ROSA. However, this will not prevent my child from gaining 
access to a University course. I must bear in mind that most employees and tertiary education will 
require achievement of the HSC Minimum Standard test.  

q that there are three components to the HSC Minimum Standard Test: Reading, writing and 
numeracy. 

q that my child will be given opportunities to complete practice tests for all three components, which 
can also be accessed through the online NESA home page at home. 

q that my child must achieve a level 3 or 4 to all three components to pass the HSC Minimum Standard 
Test. 

q that my child will have three attempts for each component per year, until the end of Year 12. 
q that my child will be given 45 minutes to attempt each component. 
q that my child will not be able to bring in their own calculator and that they MUST use the on-screen 

calculator provided during the test. 
q that my child will be held responsible if he/she is caught cheating during the test.  

 

Student 
I have read the information booklet on the HSC Minimum Standard Testing and agree to comply with the 
information provided 
 
 
Signature: _____________________________________   Date: _____________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian 
I have read the information booklet on the HSC Minimum Standard Testing and understand that my child 
will partake and comply with the information provided. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________   Date: _____________________ 

 

HSC Minimum Standard 
(Parent Acknowledgement Form)  

 


