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Pe ace  a t
C ab ra m a t ta
by Lilly Thai
“You never need an
argument against the
use of violence, you
need an argument for
it.”
– Noam Chomsky.
Cabramatta High
School is once again
in the lead up to hosting its annual Peace Day. This year' s Peace Day will
feature many exciting and different things, including a special guest:
Noam Chomsky, the 201 1 Sydney Peace Prize Winner.
Previously, students have volunteered to help make Peace Day one of the
most memorable events of the year.
Rising to the challenge is Joy Cheung who has volunteered her time,
with many others, to make the unique Peace Day badges; “ It' s crazy
making them, but well worth it” she said. The badges serve as a
reminder of what the day is really about – the promotion of peace.
A new feature to the 201 1 preparation of Peace Day is the pink Lotus
flower. The Year 9 and 1 0 Korean language classes have made these
flowers to act as a symbol of light and peace. These flowers were made
from paper imported from Korea – the country of origin for the Lotus
flower.
The students of Cabramatta are extremely excited about the up-coming
event on November 4, as they will be able to engage in all the activities
relating to Peace Day, and especially once again enjoy the release of the
white doves.
When a student, Sarah Urng, was asked what Peace Day meant to her
she said it' s all about “accepting people' s backgrounds, despite their
differences, and learning to get along with one another in peace.”
This year' s Peace Day is extremely exciting and it is clear it will be a
huge success.
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P R IN C IPA L'S  M ES SAG E
2 011 has been a very progressive year for C abramatta High
S chool. It has been the first year of national Partnership funding.
It has also been a year of many physical changes for the school.

National Partnership funding provided $ 1 , 000, 000 to improve
learning outcomes for students. The following were achieved:

Two literacy coaches, a numeracy coach and a technology coach
were employed;

The library extended its hours until 5 . 1 5 pm each day with tutors
and teachers available to help students with homework and their
subjects ;

The students were grouped in stages with their deputies and
programs were put in place to mentor and monitor students;

A teacher leadership and professional learning program was
developed and

An Aboriginal Education team was established.

In 2 01 2 we will be continuing these programs following
consultation with the S chool C ouncil, Department of Education
and C ommunities, staff and students.

The physical changes at the school have seen the renovation of
many existing buildings and the creation of four new buildings.
The new buildings will increase our classroom capacity by 3 0
rooms so that demountable buildings can begin to be removed
from the site. A new staff car park and some landscaping have
also been created. The buildings are part of a three year plan to
modernise the school.

At the start of 2 01 2 work will begin on the eastern side of the
school to create: a dance and drama studio, fitness lab, music
performance space, change rooms, toilets and classrooms.
Progress photos and plans of the building project are available at
the S chool C ouncil meetings and the front foyer of the school.
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2 011 has also been an outstanding year for student achievement.
O ur students have performed in the NSW S chools ' S pectacular
and the Rock E isteddfod. Linda C han of Year 1 0 was a National
S cholarship winner for the Australian Business and C ommunity
Network. S tudents participated in numerous mentoring and
developmental programs with the business community. The
school hosted Noam C homsky for Peace Day. Numerous
students have won distinctions and high distinctions in academic
competitions at S tate and National levels. The Lion Dancing and
Drumming groups have performed at many high profile events.

Throughout all the programs that students participate in the
school receives positive feedback. C omments are made about
their level of respect, effort, intelligence and confidence.
C ongratulations to all the students who have participated in
school activities.

At the end of the school year we sometimes say farewell to staff
leaving. This year Mrs Menzies is retiring after 2 2 years in the
English faculty. We wish her well in her retirement and thank her
for the many years of devotion to the school and the students of
C abramatta High S chool.

Early in the New Year we will be saying goodbye to Mr Gailey. He
has been a music teacher at the school for 3 0 years. Mr Gailey has
given many hours of his own time to enrich the lives of students
through AC O concerts, school band and being the editor of this
newsletter amongst many other activities. At the conclusion of
his working life at the school we acknowledge the devotion he
has shown students and school and wish him well in retirement.

As we close the school year I would like to congratulate all staff,
students and parents on a fantastic year with many success
stories and great highlights. I wish all a safe and happy holiday
period.

Beth  Godwin
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Minutes Summary of the
Meeting of 7th September,

2011

PRINCIPAL' S REPORT
ù  The first of the new buildings is almost
ready. It is the common staff building and
printing room and it is hoped that we will
be able to move in at the start of Term 4.
ù  We have purchased new printers. We
have a new phone system for the school
with a telephone in every room in the
school including classrooms. Our school
received funding to complete all the
refurbishments in the school.
ù  We are in the process of evaluating and
planning the school' s National Partnership
programs.
ù  I am very impressed with the level of
student participation in both school and
community events this year. At the Moon
Festival our students have participated in
the Lion Dancing and helped the Lions
Club stall. 7 3 students took part in the
Rock Eisteddfod Challenge with seven
teachers assisting them. Not only did they
perform at the Entertainment Centre last
Friday night, winning two major awards,
but they were also featured on the
Channel 9 morning weather on Monday
morning. Our Lion Dancers , African
Drummers and Hip Hop teams will soon be
performing at Cabramatta Public School' s
Community Day. The Hip Hop Crew will
also be auditioning for the NSW Public
Schools School Spectacular in the next few
weeks. I went to an event last week in

which 2 4 of our Year 1 0 students were
being mentored by management from
Ernst and Young. The program is called
TEAMS and the students develop a
business plan to help fix a perceived
problem at school.
ù  As our student numbers have increased
so too have our staff numbers. We have
already employed another two teachers
this term. Our numbers for next year have
been submitted at over 1 400 and we will
maintain the same level of staffing.
YOUTH ALLOWANCE
– Dorris Bagnall
Dorris introduced herself as the
Multicultural Services Officer at
Cabramatta Centrelink. She had presented
some information at the last School
Council meeting. This evening' s
presentation is a continuation of that
presentation. Youth Allowance is given to
young people while studying or looking
for employment.
Eligibility – full time students 1 4-1 8 years
and older people (aged 1 8-21 years who
have completed HSC). It is an incentive to
students to complete education. Youth
allowance payment is to support students
who are studying a DET approved course.
Basic requirement for youth allowance –
be an Australian citizen or Australian
resident who has lived in Australia for at
least 1 04 weeks.
How much is youth allowance – s ingle
under 1 8 years staying at home ($ 21 2 . 70),
away from home $ 388; over 1 8 years
staying at home $ 2 5 5 and away from

S C H O O L  C O U N C IL
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home $ 388 a fortnight.
Rent assistance is also provided as part of
youth allowance – s ingle no children $11 6
a fortnight, couple no children $1 09 each.
Independence eligibility – students who
are working over 3 0 hours a week for at
least 1 8 months during any 2 year period
will qualify for as independent.
Independence can also be assessed on
home environment situation.
Eligibility – Income and asset test such as
independent personal income, income,
bank assets. For dependents , they have to
meet parental income test.
Personal income test – up to
$ 2 36/fortnight before payment is affected.
Income over $ 31 6/fortnight reduces
payment by 60c in the dollar.
Income at bank – full time students can
accumulate up to $ 6000 before it can
offset any income earned.
Asset test – for s ingle student maximum
asset is $1 86, 7 5 0. For couples, maximum
assets is $ 2 65 , 000 non-homeowners or
$ 400, 000 for homeowners.
Liquid asset – $ 3 , 000 for single, $ 6, 000
for couple.
Some changes affecting youth allowance
from 1 April 2 01 0 – introduction of
relocation scholarship, equity and merit
based scholarship. There have also been
changes to age of independence, personal
income test, remote outer regional areas
and masters coursework program.
Student Startup Scholarship – payable to
fulltime higher education students in
receipt of youth allowance, ABSTUDY or
Austudy.
Equity and merit based scholarship – up
to $ 6, 762 .

Parental income test – parents income has
to be under $ 441 . 65 a year before youth
allowanc is offered.
Earning money from part time work –
student' s income cannot go above the
thresh-hold.
Online Estimator – for youth allowance or
Family tax benefit – use online estimator
to work out the best option for you. There
is only one payment per family either
Youth Allowance or Family Tax Benefit. Go
to the website www. centrelink. gov. au
Notifying centrelink – if you have any
change of personal circumstances within
1 4 days. Online Services – Everything can
be done online -www. centrelink. gov. au.
Also you can use phone services. More
information 1 3 2 307 Mon-Fri 7am to 7pm.
There is information on brochure
translated in different languages.
SRC REPORT Joshua, Thompson and
Jennifer Truong. Apologies from girl' s Vice
Captain, Alex Salusi. Thursday 8th
September 2 011 is training day for SRC
members at Mounties. This will help SRC
members to become future leaders. There
will be past school captains as
inspirational speakers such as Huy Lam
who is a UTS Vietnamese ambassador and
Julian Chung. SRC is working towards
suggestion boxes – packman box, placed
around the school, library, offices, etc.
The boxes will be done by the end of this
term with the assistance of the industrial
arts faculty. In 2 weeks new captains will
be taking over – future plan will be
fundraiser for developing countries. Thank
you to all parents and teachers for
supporting us and provide feedback to
help the school.
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GENERAL BUSINESS Beth informed
parents that Mr McEwan, Deputy Principal
is very sick and will be on sick leave for a
few weeks. Raffle draw – winner green
F79.

Minutes Summary of the
Meeting of 2ND November,

2011

PRINCIPAL' S REPORT:
ù  PEACE DAY AND CO-OPERATION DAY
Friday the 4th of November we will be
hosting the winner of this prize at the
school, Noam Chomksy. Following the
Peace Day event will be the school' s annual
Co-operation Day celebration. Parents are
invited to this event as we have a number
of concerts and food stalls celebrating
cultural diversity.
ù  SCHOOL BUILDINGS At the start of this
term the staff moved into the first of the
new buildings. We also moved back into D
and O blocks. The renovated buildings have
new verandas that are being enjoyed by
students. The new buildings 2 , 3 and 4 will
be opened for classes for the start of next
year. Planning has begun for the four
buildings on the eastern side of the school.
ù  KOREAN TRIP The excursion to Korea
took place in the school holidays and was a
great success. The students that went were
from Years 9 and 1 0. The activities that they
undertook ranged from visiting museums
and sightseeing to going to an amusement
park. The students had the opportunity to
stay with families and learnt how Korean
students live. They also went to school for
two days. The students who went on the
trip were great ambassadors for Cabramatta
and were a pleasure to be with. They

looked after each other, were always
polite and punctual and were willing to
try everything that was offered. They
made me very proud to be their
principal. After the success of this
excursion we are very interested in
offering other opportunities for
students to travel in the school
holidays.
ù  SCHOOL PLANNING The school plan
for the next year is being developed.
There will be a heavy emphasis on
Numeracy and Literacy. Student
engagement and attainment is another
focus area. As this is the last year of
the school certificate it will be
important to have some sort of
credentialing for students who may
leave before the HSC. An increased area
is that of leadership and school
management and this is a priority for
the Region. More and more students
are telling me what helps them learn
and what makes a quality teachers and
this will be a feature of the plan as
well. The things that you have
endorsed as being important such as
the library study centre and tutoring
will continue to be funded and
improved. The school plan will be
available on the school' s website as
soon as it is approved by the school
education director.
ù  YEAR 1 0 AND 1 2 EXAMINATIONS The
examinations for Year 1 2 are going very
well this year. We have a new
supervision team that is working very
hard to make the students comfortable.
GUEST SPEAKER – Allan Clapman
(Police Officer) Presentation on safe
travel to and from school.
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“C o o o o e e e e ”  a c ro s s  the
P h il ip p ine  S e a
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“C o o o o e e e e ”  a c ro s s  the



CabraMatters! - Number 781 4

C re a t ive  a nd
Pe rfo rm in g  A r ts ,

2 0 1 1
Ex tra-C u rr ic u la r  P ro g ra m  S u c ce s se s

At C abramatta HS we are committed in extending and enriching the
students studying in the CAPA faculty. This year were saw a dramatic
increase in the number of C abramatta High school students involved
in regional and state extracurricular programs or workshops.
Three Year 1 1 students : Kim Thien Thi Pham, Troijarra Ebio and
C aroline Yim attended the Gifted and talented Dobell Drawing
workshop for Gifted and Talented art students across the state in the
April S chool Holidays.
O ur students were selected to take up one of 5 0 places in this very
special program. They received tuition from leading artists and art
educators from the National Art S chool in S ydney and they exhibited
their work at the end of the program.
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Pe rfo rm in g  A r ts ,

Four Year 1 0 students : Huy Dinh, Hieu Truong, C hris Nguyen and
Kelvin C hung were selected to attend the S culpture by the school
regional program. This was a ten week program with professional
sculptors leading student workshops on the different  sculpting
techniques and materials. S tudents created a body of work in
various materials which were displayed in an exhibition at Fairvale
High S chool at the end of the program. These four students were
selected to have their work exhibited at the Director' s C hoice
evening that was held at O lympic Park, Homebush. S tudents
receive a special award for their involvement in this program from
the Director of Education for the S ydney S outh Western Region. A
highly prestigious event and our student's achievements were
proudly celebrated by the school.
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B oys  D a nc e  a t  the  En te r ta in m e n t  C e n tre
This Year seven students : Arya S utadisastra and Hoang Dinh from Year
8, Jason Tran from Year 9 , Vinh Lee C hau, Tuong Vuu and Favour
Erhunmwunse from Year 1 0 and Ivan Ly from Year 1 1 auditioned
successfully for a place in the 2 011 S chool S pectacular boys hip hop
group. O ver three hundred boys auditioned and our boys were selected
for the final eighty that performed at the entertainment centre. This is
the first year that C abramatta High school was represented at the
S chool S pectacular concerts. O ur boys performed alongside 3 , 000
students from across NSW public schools who danced, played an
instrument or sang. They performed four concerts : two on Friday 2 5 th
and two on S aturday 2 6th of November.
The school is very proud and congratulates these young men on their
successful involvement in S chool' s S pectacular 2 011 . We say thank you
and acknowledge the support of everyone who was involved,
especially Ms Godwin for her support and making it possible for our
students to be involved in these special opportunities.
Thank you to Miss Le who co-ordinates C abra C rew and their practice
sessions after school every week.

– Mrs S. Matic Head Teacher of Creative and Performing Arts
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C ab ra m a t ta  H igh  S cho o l  U n ifo rm  C o deS tu de n ts  m u s t  b e  n e a t ly  a nd  ap p ro p r ia te ly  d re s se d  a t  a l l  t im e s .
T he  u n ifo rm  w h ich  s tu de n ts  a re  re qu ire d  to  w e a r  is  a s  fo l low s :

Y EA R S  7  −  1 0
G irls  S u m m e r  &  W in te r

W h ite  s cho o l  s h ir t
B o t t le − g re e n  A − l ine  s k ir t  to  j u s t  ab ove  the  kne e  o r  b o t t le − g re e n  s la c ks  o r  s ho r ts

M a ro o n  s c ho o l  j u m p e r  a nd/ o r  m a ro o n  s cho o l  j a c ke t
W h ite  s o cks  a nd  b la c k  la c e − u p  le a the r  s ho e s  

B oys  S u m m e r  &  W in te r
W h ite  s cho o l  s h ir t

M id− g rey  sho r ts  o r  s c ho o l  t ro u se rs
M a ro o n  s c ho o l  j u m p e r  a nd/ o r  m a ro o n  s cho o l  j a c ke t

G rey  s o cks  a nd  b la c k  la c e − u p  sho e s  

B oys  &  G ir ls  P.E ./ S p o r t
M a ro o n  to p  w ith  g re e n  V  p a ne l

M a ro o n  sp o r ts  s ho r ts  w ith  g re e n  s ide  s t r ip e s
M a ro o n  t ra c ksu it  w ith  g re e n  s ide  s t r ip e s

W h ite  s o cks  a nd  s p o r t  s ho e s

Ye a rs  1 1 − 1 2
G irls  S u m m e r  &  W in te r

L igh t  g rey  s t ra igh t  o r  p le a te d  s k ir t ,  g rey  s la c ks  o r  s ho r ts
S ky  b lu e  s c ho o l  s h ir t

B la ck  le a the r  s ho e s ,  low  he e l ,  e n c lo se d
W h ite  s o cks  o r  p an t iho se

M a ro o n  s c ho o l  j u m p e r  a nd/ o r  s cho o l  j a c ke t
P.E ./ S p o r t :  s a m e  a s  Ye a rs  7 − 1 0  

B oys  S u m m e r  &  W in te r
M id  g rey  s cho o l  t ro u se rs  o r  s ho r ts

S ky  b lu e  s c ho o l  s h ir t
M a ro o n  s c ho o l  j u m p e r  a nd/ o r  s cho o l  j a c ke t

B la ck  le a the r  s ho e s ,  e n c lo se d ,  w h ite  o r  g rey  s o c ks
P.E ./ S p o r t :  s a m e  a s  Ye a rs  7 − 1 0  

N o te :  N o  m ake u p  o r  j ew e l le ry  is  to  b e  w o rn  to  s cho o l
S h ir ts  a re  to  b e  tu cke d  in

S cho o l  u n ifo rm  is  to  b e  w o rn  du r in g  exa m ina t io n s  a nd  exc u rs io n s
U n ifo rm ,  in c lu d in g  P.E ./ S p o r t  u n ifo rm  is  ava ilab le  a t  th e  U n ifo rm  S ho p  lo c a te d  w ith in

the  s c ho o l  g ro u nds
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C u l tu re s  b ro u gh t  to  L ife
w ith in  a  c o m m u n ity

by Sanela Durtanoska
On the 1 5th of September students from schools in the
Cabramatta region celebrated the diverse community that
surrounds them, with a day known as Community Day.
Cabramatta Public School hosted the spectacular event, which
included a two hour performance that focused on the many
cultures within the Cabramatta area.
Students witnessed the traditional dress, songs and dances from
the Serbian, Vietnamese, Pacific Islander, Chinese and Khmer
cultures to name a few. The costumes were so colourful, and it
was clear everyone involved in the dances had a lot of fun –
especially the Lion Dancers.
Stalls were set up around the premises selling all sorts of sweet
and savoury traditional foods for all to experience, as well as show
bags, lollies and chocolates. The highlights of the day were the
rides available, the beautiful weather, the sharing of the fun day
with friends – new and old – and the visiting of Cabramatta
Public School.
For some Cabramatta High School students they were able to
enjoy the day with their younger siblings and be spoilt in visiting
their previous school and teachers.
“ It was a fantastic day. I really enjoyed the new dances this year
that were introduced to the performance, like the skipping dance.
Also, the giant slide was awesome. My friends and I couldn' t get
enough of it” said Dianne Lieu, an ex-Cabramatta Public School
student.
All in all, the day was a huge success and hopefully it is organised
again next year for others to experience.

Thanks to these businesses for
provinding support to CHS
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C u l tu re s  b ro u gh t  to  L ife

Thanks to these businesses for
provinding support to CHS
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B u ild in gs  Te rm  4 ,  2 0 1 1Block 1
The S taffroom and the Print room facilities block was
completed four months ahead of schedule and is now
occupied by all faculties.
The following blocks are almost complete and will be used
by teachers and students from the beginning of Term 1 , 2 01 2 :
ù Block 2 – Food Technology and Textiles with two kitchens,
two textiles rooms and adjoining classrooms.
ù Block 3 – Visual Art, Industrial Art and Hospitality with a
commercial kitchen for hospitality students doing vocational
education.
ù Block 4 – Visual Art and Industrial Art with woodwork
workshops, welding area and outdoor workshop facilities.
Maths and Languages renovations have been completed and
classes have returned to both buildings this term.
Ramps and coverings on B and C block are complete and
work is well under way on A block. There is also a colourful
multi purpose surface and landscaping in these areas.
Next year construction will begin on the eastern side of the
main car park. This will include:
ù Block 5 – Movement S tudio;
ù Block 6 – Performance/Fitness;
ù Block 7 – C lassrooms

Due to ongoing construction there will be changes for
access within the school. For the safety of all students please
ensure that when dropping off and picking up that you do
not drive into the school but use Aladore Ave, Grace Ave and
S ussex S t. Your assistance in this matter is appreciated.
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Kitchens

Dark Room

Block One

End of Block
Four
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